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THE OPEN VESTIBULE 


(Letter to Amtrak President Downs: ) 

_ Please be advised of misleading statements 
in Amtrak’s On Track Northeast Corridor of 
Aug 11, seeking to justify discontinuing the 
BROADWAY LIMITED. | 

1. ‘‘...a.transition car would have to be 
coupled at the front of the CAPITOL LIM- 
ITED.” There’s already a 10-car coupled at 
the front of the CAPITOL!! 

2. ‘‘There’d be no heat, lights or air con- 
ditioning on the CAPITOL during this switch- 
ing, (a long drawn out switching of loco, 
MHCs, passenger cars of both CAPITOL and 
BROADWAY is outlined in this article), 
which would require well in excess of one 
hour.” Absolutely false!! No. 29 would not 
have to be without HEP for one minute. 
BROADWAY would not have to be with- 
out power more than 12 minutes! 

Furthermore, forcing passengers to make 
a cross-platform walk at Pittsburgh late at 
night is an outlandish indignity, terrible 
marketing, poorest of service and uncon- 
scionable loss of attainable revenue. 

OPTIONS: (a) If the approximate one-foot 
lower roof of Santa Fe 10-car (unlike Super- 
liner car) is not too high to run to 30th St, 
then do so. Backwards. Yes, backwards. 
Have regular baggage car at rear end of no. 
41 leaving NYP. At Philadelphia, switch the 
10-car in between baggage car and first slee- 
per. MHCs to be at the front of the train 
NYP to Philadelphia and automatically at 
rear of train Philadelphia to Chicago. The 
BROADWAY runs to Pittsburgh with back- 
ward-running 10-car as first or westernmost 
“passenger car.” At Pittsburgh, unload no. 
41’s Pittsburgh passengers, etc., on track 1. 
No. 29 unloads on track 2, or vice versa. 
East end switch is thrown to cross to track 
2, then no. 41 shoves behind no. 29, on 
track 2...at east end of platform: Make cut 
between baggage and 10-car, Cross back 
over to track 1 with baggage car. Then line 
switch for straight move on track 2. CAPI- 
TOL then backs up just a few car lengths 
and couples onto the 10-car, and conse- 
quently the BROADWAY. Power is re- 
stored in just a very few minutes to BROAD- 
WAY. If baggage amount isn’t overwhelm- 
ing, then transload no. 41’s baggage to no. 
29’s baggage car. The raC-O1 can be used as 
no. 41’s OBS crew. dorm. Also, 30 of its 
seats should be assigned to revenue passengers. 

(b) Or even more simply, operate BROAD- 
WAY and CAPITOL coupled but in isolation 
from each other. Get agreement from Con- 
ductor’s union to have one Conductor in 
BROADWAY Pittsburgh-Chicago and two 
Conductors in CAPITOL Pittsburgh-Chicago, 
whatever. The two trains have been isolated 
from each other since their inception. On 
every train the passengers are isolated from 
the baggage car and isolated from the locomo- 
tive and isolated from the space beyond the 
locked rear end door of the train (prevents 
humans from falling down to roadbed!) EL 
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CAPITAN and SUPER CHIEF, two great 

trains, ran isolated from each other, in that y 
passengers were prohibited to go from one i 
train to the other. It worked very well. i 
Economical. } 

(c) If you don’t want them isolated, un- 
able to use Santa Fe 10-car to Philadelphia, 
then operate backwards moving 24-room 
Transition-Dorm Chicago-Washington at 
rear of CAPITOL in addition to the regular 
10-car at head end of train as currently. 
Couple the two trains in 12 minutes, the 
sensible way. Thus eliminated the excuse, 
“require well in excess of one hour’’ pro- 
cedure. Sell the 24 rooms at a discount, no 
meals, no coffee/tea. Provide only bed-mak- 
ing and porter service. Perhaps thus have 
need for only one regular Superliner sleeper 
on the CAPITOL. 

Surely, in this period of former 7-day-a- 
week trains running only 3 or 4 or 5 days a 
week, Amtrak has four Santa Fe 10-cars to 
provide Chicago-Philadelphia daily service. 
Please consider this and get the BROADWAY 
back in service again—hauling 195 additional 
passengers per trip—some of them connect- 
ing to west of Chicago on Amtrak! 

James A. McClellan 
Wichita, Kansas. 


(Letter to Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr., Editor- 
in-Chief of Forbes Magazine, re Amtrak arti- 
cle of Aug 28:) 

... Highways and airways have consumed 
probably $1 trillion by now in subsidies, for 
most of this century. Amtrak has had money 
only since the 1970s. Today it only uses 
one-tenth of one per cent of the budget, but 
carries a dozen times in ratio its share of int- 
ercity passengers. It is a utility. Its routes 
are a national treasure, following historic 
trails. 

But on long-standing cross-country routes, 
Amtrak can save millions by eliminating 
coach attendants, who duplicate what train- 
men (conductors, brakemen) can and do per- 
form—i.e., get people on and off. Corridor 
runs do not have attendants, even almost 
500 miles Boston-Washington. Such people 
are paid maybe $600 per round trip. Also, 
ticket agents are not needed at most stations, 
which have only one or two trains a day 
outside the Corridor. Conductors have 
credit card machines, and all travel agents 
can sell Amtrak tickets. Caretakers can f 
open stations a few hours as needed. Cong- i 
ress should expect Greyhound and Amtrak 
to coordinate so trains bring people to 
major stops over long distances, and buses 
continue to small towns, as in Europe and 
Japan. 

Please don’t expect privatization to save 
trains. No transportation makes money 
anywhere; we know how much airlines 
are losing, and the exorbitant cost of autos | 
per mile. Forbes must reconsider its 
stance. Thank about it. Please. 

Marvin L. Doudna 
Palm Beach, Florida. 
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Steamtown and the Susquehanna Railroad o 
Scranton PA to Syracuse NY and return on 


perated jointly a steam excursion from 
Aug 19 and 20. The train was pulled by 


ex-Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 no. 261. Here the train is arriving in Scranton on Aug 20. 
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METRO-NORTH HAS PROPOSED new 
schedules for the period Oct 29-Jan 13. The 
proposed changes, said M-N, reflect a strat- 
egy of improving service to targeted growth 
markets in conjunction with maintaining an 
efficient operation through the rationaliza- 
tion of lightly used trains with minimal 
impacts on existing customers. M-N said 
that the overall financial impact of the chan- 
ges will be positive. The most significant 
changes are on the New Haven Line, and re- 
flect the placing in service of the new M-6 
cars. The other changes address customer 
requests and remove excess travel time in- 
serted during a recent construction period. 

NEW HAVEN LINE: Late AMpeak 
changes—Consolidate an underutilized inner 
New Haven zone train, add express service 
from the outer New Haven arriving in GCT 
between 9:45 & 11am, and institute an 
additional Shore Line East connection during 
the late AM peak. The market for travel on 
the outer New Haven during the late morning 
consists largely of discretionary trips and 
has grown 12% since 1990, with further 
growth projected. It is a particularly import- 
ant discretionary market on ‘matinee’ Wed- 
nesdays and during holiday periods when 
ddechie levels can more than double. These 
trains will provide improved service to exist- 
ing customers, attract new customers, and 
solve existing operational problems in this 
market (i.e., inability to meet loading stan- 
dards during periods of high ridership). 

AM Reverse Peak Changes—The reverse 
commutation market out of NYC has been 
one of the fastest-growing of M-N’s market 
segments in recent years, and is projected 
to continue. M-N’s past efforts and future 
plans to exploit the significant opportunity 
to attract new ridership and revenue in this 
market segment include both service and 
fare initiatives and targeted marketing cam- 
paigns. In support of these efforts, we rec- 
ommend the addition of a new train leaving 


GCT slightly after 7:30am to provide half- 
hour reverse peak express service to the key 
suburban employment centers in Fairfield 
County. The new train will arrive in Green- 
wich and Stamford in time for 8:30am work 
starts. Ridership on AM reverse New Haven 
trains has increased 23% since 1990.and the 
new reverse peak train will attract more new 
customers in this market segment in the fut- 
ure. Other minor reverse peak changes are 
being recommended to address customer 
requests and improve service to certain des- 
tinations. 

Early PM Peak Changes—Eliminate a 
lightly-utilized outer New Haven train in the 
early PM peak and modify the schedule of 
surrounding trains to ascommodate existing 
customers of this train. Outbound ridership 
during the early PM Peak has been slowly 
declining in recent years. Ridership on New 
Haven Line trains departing GCT 4-4: 30pm 
has decreased 5% since 1990 (vs 4% increase 
in total PM peak period New Haven Line rid- 
ership). The elimination of this PM train 
will provide savings to reinvest in the above 
AM service improvements. 

Other New Haven Line Initiatives—In re- 
sponse to customer requests and increased 
station usage, Stratford will be added to the 
schedules of all off-peak and weekend trains 
that now skip this station. Running time 
reductions for PM peak New Canaan through 
service (2 mins) and northbound Waterbury 
shuttle service (1 min) will be instituted. 

In response to customer requests, Fordham 
will be added to an early morning weekday 
local train from Stamford. 

(New Haven Line changes are subject to 
approval of Connecticut DOT.) 


HARLEM & HUDSON LINE CHANGES: 
In anticipation of the completion of a new 
interlocking north of Crestwood station, 2 
mins of running time, added to offpeak and 
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weekend outbound upper Harlem train sche- 
dules in Apr 95 will be removed. Minor 
changes are required to four trains to support 
the recommended New Haven Line changes. 
In response to customer requests, Wakefield 
will be added to the first AM peak weekday 
local train from North White Plains. 


HOLIDAY SERVICES: Three service ini- 
tiatives are being offered as in previous years 
for the holiday travel market. *Shoppers’ 
Specials will again be operated on the New 
Haven Line on 11 Saturdays, Nov 4-Jan 13. 
*Special schedules for Thanksgiving weekend 
and Christmas Eve/New Year's Eve will be 
operated as in previous years. *Special 
weekday off-peak seasonal trains will be pro- 
vided on the Hudson and New Haven Lines 
to improve customer service and operational 
reliability during the period between Christ- 
mas and New Year’s. 


WEST OF HUDSON SERVICE CHANGES: 


MCN is currently involved in discussions with 
NJ Transit Rail Operations regarding certain 
midday and weekend service improvements 
for the Port Jervis Line. ; 

IMPACT ON BUDGET: The operating 
costs for the service changes will be $150,000, 
for additional car-miles only. Annual pas- 
senger revenue is projected to increase by 
$170,000 (due to 35,000 new rides attracted 
annually) and increase FTA operating assist- 
ance by $60,000 (due to more revenue-car- 
miles operated with the M-6 cars), for a net 
reduction of $80,000 in M-N’s annual oper- 
ating deficit. 

-_* 2 

CONRAIL TRACK WORK on the ex-Bos- 
ton & Albany line begun on July 24 has re- 
sulted in the busing of trains 448 and 449 
Mondays through Thursdays. Work was to be 
finished by Sep 18, but will now continue 
through Oct 5. On Sep 18 the work area was 
between Springfield and Palmer; thus a por- 
tion of the VERMONTER’s route was also 
bus service. Train 55 terminated at Brat- 
tleboro and was turned for train 56. Train 
56 ran from Washington to Springfield, where 
it was terminated. Train 55 that originated 
in Springfield consisted of F40 374, coaches 
21210, 21200, 21239 & 21105, cafe 20046, 
coaches 21016, 21224 & 21002. At New 
Haven the F40 was replaced by AEM7 926. 
Note that there was no baggage car this trip, 
but a six-car train was replaced by an eight- 
car train. It appeared that only the cafe 
and two adjacent coaches were open at New 
Haven. The first two cars were officially 
deadhead cars. sales 

Also on Sep 18, train 171, consisting of 
eight cars pulled by AEM7s 918 & 908, — 
received pantograph damage to both a 
while crossing over from track 1 to track 2 
at CP223 (Pike). Metro-North rescue engine 
543 was used to tow the train to Shell, where 
it was removed and undamaged front panto- 
graphs were raiséd. The accident was 
caused by an M-N dispatcher accidentally 
routing the train onto an out-of-service 
crossover. This is the location where the 
squirrel “committed suicide” on Sep 11 and 
shut down the whole railroad for a time. 
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Metroliner train 228, scheduled to leave 
bday us at 3:45pm Sep 18 was cancelled 
when the speedometer was found to be def- 
ective on AEM7 950. With the train stand- 
ing still, the speedo was reading 123mph. 
69 coach and nine club passengers were put 
on Metroliner 120 to leave at 4pm. 

Train 99 on Sep 17 became disabled in 
Bridgeport when engine 924 (AEM7) experi- 
enced a series of traction motor grounds. 
The number 1 traction motor was cut out, 
and when the engine was restarted, many 
fuses blew. The engine was then completely 
dead. Another AEM7 was sent from New 
Haven motor storage. At 1:45pm (ihr, 20 
mins after no. 99 became disabled) engine 
922 coupled to the dead train. “Murphy” 
threw another monkey wrench and 922 
experienced compressor problems. There 
were 300 aboard the disabled train, and 
train 173, the following train, had only 150 
available seats when it departed New Haven. 
Train 173 passed 99 at Bridgeport and at 
2:55pm 99 was on the move after a delay 
of 2hrs, 40mins. The initial problem on the 
924 was found to be caused by water seep- 
age into electrical cabinets. 


On Sep 19, eight-car train 175 with AEM7 
no. 932 came to a stop west of Westport CT 
on Metro-North: The main breaker was 
tripped and would not reset. New Haven 
protect crew brought down rescue engine 
932, which tied onto the rear of the train 
with intention to shove it to CP 241 at S. 
Norwalk, where the unit would be run 
around the train. This was not necessary, as 
after the 930 was tied on and air pumped up, 
mechanical and electrical personnel were 
able to recycle motor 932 - 

Later the same day, a bizarre incident 
occurred in Stamford. When train 148 made 
its station stop, two thugs on the platform 
entered the locomotive and dragged the 
engineer out to the platform, where he was 
physically assaulted. An ambulance was 
called and took the engineer to the local 
hospital. Train 148 was annulled, and pass- 
engers were transferred to Metro-North 
train 1588 to New Haven. Buses then took 
passengers to local stops to Springfield MA. 
Train 179 was delayed in Stamford as the 
engineer of that train had been asked to 
move train 148’s equipment out of the sta- 
tion and into the clear. A protect crew rode 
M-N’s 11:20pm train fram New Haven and 
that crew deadheaded 148’s equipment to 
Springfield. Train 179 was delayed an hour 
at Stamford. Train 148’s passengers arrived 
New Haven about an hour late. There was 
no info on injuries to the engineer. 


NJ TRANSIT REISSUED Newark Divi- 
sion timetables effective Sep 10. The North 
Jersey Coast Line timetable sees the extra 
summertime trains removed at the end of _ 
the season, and Long Branch-Bay Head service 
is now basically every two hours in non-rush 
hours, rather than hourly. 

Similar timetables were also issued for 
Hoboken Division Boonton and Morris & 
Essex Lines. Also effective Sep 10, diesel 
trains that formerly laid up at Dover yards 
now lay up at newly-built Port Morris Yard, 
between Lake Hopatcong and Netcong 
stations. Dover yard will be reconstructed 
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cars. In the photo, taken by Bruce Russell on Aug 19, a car with partially-completed 
exterior paint sits on an out door track. In the background is an Amfleet car. Mr. Rus- 
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for exclusive use of electric trains and hope- 
fully construction will be finished when the 
Kearny Connection (to Penn Station, NY) 
opens next year. 

Eastbound, diesel trains that formerly 
originated at Dover at 6:45am and 7am now 
originate at Lake Hopatcong at 6:35am and 
6:50am. The former 7:44am from Lake 
Hopatcong now originates at Dover at 7:49 
am. Late train no. 698 from Hackettstown 
at 8:11pm and running to Hoboken via the 
M&E line has been discontinued. Thus the 
last train from Hackettstown now leaves 
at 4:10pm and the last from Mt. Olive 
leaves at 5:39pm. 

Westbound, the 4:32pm from Hoboken 
via Boonton Line now terminates at Den- 
ville. It formerly made all stops to Dover 
except Denville. The 5:10pm Boonton 
Line train formerly terminating at Dover 
now terminates at Lake Hopatcong. The 
LAKELAND EXPRESS, 5:29pm to Hack- 
ettstown, now terminates at Lake Hopat- 
cong. Netcong, Mt. Olive and Hackettstown 
are now served by the 5:43pm from Hobo- 
ken via the M&E Division. The IRON HILLS 
EXPRESS at 5:58pm now terminates in Mt. 
Olive rather than Hackettstown. The 6:30 
pm Boonton Line local has been extended 
from Dover to Lake Hopatcong. The last 
train of the evening likewise has been extend- 
ed from Dover to Lake Hopatcong. 

Clearly, Lake Hopatcong is the big win- 
ner here. Hackettstown, Mt. Olive and 
Netcong have all lost one eastbound depart- 
ure, but Lake Hopatcong now has 10 rather 
than eight eastbound departures. 

Westbound, Lake Hopatcong with eight 
arrivals from Hoboken, now has 12. Net- 
cong and Mt. Olive both had and still have 
eight arrivals, while Hackettstown loses one 
arrival and now has five a day. 

set 


NEW ENGLAND EXPRESS, Amtrak 
train 84, while operating on Metro-North on 
track 4 in West Haven CT struck a piece of 
equipment on a ballast regulator that was 
working on adjacent track 2 in early Sep. 
AEM7 locomotive no. 906 has slight damage. 


The ballast regulator was able to move and 
there were no personal injuries. Train 84 
was delayed about 45mins. 

A NEW TIMETABLE for the Atlantic 
City Line effective Sep 10 was issued by 
NJ Transit. Mon-Fri service had nine trains 
from Philadelphia to Atlantic City, and now 
has 13. One early-evening train that had 
originated in Cherry Hill now starts at Phila- 
delphia. The last train from Philadelphia 
formerly left at 9:50pm, but now there is 
one at 10:42pm. This late train has no 
shuttle bus to the casinos. There used to be 
a big midday gap from 9:40am to 1:30 with 
no service from Philadelphia. A new gap 
filler train now departs at 11:45am. A sur- 
prise is the first train, originating at Linden- 
wold at 5am; formerly a train, it is now 
(gasp!) a bus. 


Service from Atlantic City to Philadelphia 
has also increased. There had been 13, with 
four of them terminating at Cherry Hill. Now 
there are 14 trains, all to Philadelphia. Week- 
end service Atlantic City-Philadelphia still 
has 14 trains with minor schedule adjustments. 
Weekend service Phila-Atlantic City sees that 
oddball 5am bus from Lindenwold instead of 
a train. The first train originates from Cherry 
Hill as before. One afternoon and one even- 
ing train that formerly originated at Cherry 
Hill now originate at Philadelphia. Also, the 
Sat-only 11:25pm from Philadelphia now 
leaves at 10:42pm Sat, Sun and holidays, 
and a new train departs Philadelphia at 1:13 
am. The two late trains do not have shuttle 
bus connections at Atlantic City. 

SEPTA ISSUED NEW timetables for all 
its Regional Rail Division Lines, effective 
Sep 10. Each one carries a different picture 
of an employee at work, on its cover. At 
the top of most folders is a comment on 
service changes. An example is the R1 Air- 
port folder which advises “‘Now serving 
West Trenton on weekends.” At the bottom 
of each folder is the slogan “At Your Serv- 
ice.” The folders are quite attractive. 

—Bob Underwood. 
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weekend outbound upper Harlem train sche- 
dules in Apr 95 will be removed. Minor 
changes are required to four trains to support 
the aecenunatsed New Haven Line changes. 
In response to customer requests, Wakefield 
will be added to the first AM peak weekday 
local train from North White Plains. 


HOLIDAY SERVICES: Three service ini- 
tiatives are being offered as in previous years 
for the holiday travel market. *Shoppers 
Specials will again be operated on the New 
Haven Line on 11 Saturdays, Nov 4-Jan 13. 
*Special schedules for Thanksgiving weekend 
and Christmas Eve/New Year’s Eve will be 
operated as in previous years. *Special 
weekday off-peak seasonal trains will be pro- 
vided on the Hudson and New Haven Lines 
to improve customer service and operational 
reliability during the period between Christ- 
mas and New Year’s. 

WEST OF HUDSON SERVICE CHANGES: 
MCN is currently involved in discussions with 
NJ Transit Rail Operations regarding certain 
midday and weekend service improvements 
for the Port Jervis Line. ; 

IMPACT ON BUDGET: The operating 
costs for the service changes will be $150,000, 
for additional car-miles only. Annual pas- 
senger revenue is projected to increase by 
$170,000 (due to 35,000 new rides attracted 
annually) and increase FTA operating assist- 
ance by $60,000 (due to more revenue-car- 
miles operated with the M-6 cars), for a net 
reduction of $80,000 in M-N’s annual oper- 
ating deficit. 
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CONRAIL TRACK WORK on the ex-Bos- 
ton & Albany line begun on July 24 has re- 
sulted in the busing of trains 448 and 449 
Mondays through Thursdays. Work was to be 
finished by Sep 18, but will now continue 
through Oct 5. On Sep 18 the work area was 
between Springfield and Palmer; thus a por- 
tion of the VERMONTER’s route was also 
bus service. Train 55 terminated at Brat- 
tleboro and was turned for train 56. Train 
56 ran from Washington to Springfield, where 
it was terminated. Train 55 that originated 
in Springfield consisted of F40 374, coaches 
21210, 21200, 21239 & 21105, cafe 20046, 
coaches 21016, 21224 & 21002. At New 
Haven the F40 was replaced by AEM7 926. 
Note that there was no baggage car this trip, 
but a six-car train was replaced by an eight- 
car train. It appeared that only the cafe 
and two adjacent coaches were open at New 
Haven. The first two cars were officially 
deadhead cars. i 

Also on Sep 18, train 171, consisting of 
eight cars pulled by AEM7s 918 & 908, — 
received pantograph damage to both de ag 
while crossing over from track 1 to track 2 
at CP223 (Pike). Metro-North rescue engine 

543 was used to tow the train to Shell, where 
it was removed and undamaged front panto- 
graphs were raiséd. The accident was 

caused by an M-N dispatcher accidentally 
routing the train onto an out-of-service 
crossover. This is the location where the y 
squirrel “committed suicide” on Sep 11 and 
shut down the whole railroad for a time. 
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Metroliner train 228, scheduled to leave 
bah at 3:45pm Sep 18 was cancelled 
when the speedometer was found to be def- 
ective on AEM7 950. With the train stand- 
ing still, the speedo was reading 123mph. 
69 coach and nine club passengers were put 
on Metroliner 120 to leave at 4pm. 

Train 99 on Sep 17 became disabled in 
Bridgeport when engine 924 (AEM7) experi- 
enced a series of traction motor grounds. 
The number 1 traction motor was cut out, 
and when the engine was restarted, many 
fuses blew. The engine was then completely 
dead. Another AEM7 was sent from New 
Haven motor storage. At 1:45pm (1hr, 20 
mins after no. 99 became disabled) engine 
922 coupled to the dead train. “Murphy” 
threw another monkey wrench and 922 
experienced compressor problems. There 
were 300 aboard the disabled train, and 
train 173, the following train, had only 150 
available seats when it departed New Haven. 
Train 173 passed 99 at Bridgeport and at 
2:55pm 99 was on the move after a delay 
of 2hrs, 40mins. The initial problem on the 
924 was found to be caused by water seep- 
age into electrical cabinets. 


On Sep 19, eight-car train 175 with AEM7 
no. 932 came to a stop west of Westport CT 
on Metro-North: The main breaker was 
tripped and would not reset. New Haven 
protect crew brought down rescue engine 
932, which tied onto the rear of the train 
with intention to shove it to CP 241 at S. 
Norwalk, where the unit would be run 
around the train. This was not necessary, as 
after the 930 was tied on and air pumped up, 
mechanical and electrical personnel were 
able to recycle motor 932 - 

Later the same day, a bizarre incident 
occurred in Stamford. When train 148 made 
its station stop, two thugs on the platform 
entered the locomotive and dragged the 
engineer out to the platform, where he was 
physically assaulted. An ambulance was 
called and took the engineer to the local 
hospital. Train 148 was annulled, and pass- 
engers were transferred to Metro-North 
train 1588 to New Haven. Buses then took 
passengers to local stops to Springfield MA. 
Train 179 was delayed in Stamford as the 
engineer of that train had been asked to 
move train 148’s equipment out of the sta- 
tion and into the clear. A protect crew rode 
M-N’s 11:20pm train frqgm New Haven and 
that crew deadheaded 148’s equipment to 
Springfield. Train 179 was delayed an hour 
at Stamford. Train 148’s passengers arrived 
New Haven about an hour late. There was 
no info on injuries to the engineer. __ 

NJ TRANSIT REISSUED Newark Divi- 
sion timetables effective Sep 10. The North 
Jersey Coast Line timetable sees the extra 
summertime trains removed at the end of _ 
the season, and Long Branch-Bay Head service 
is now basically every two hours in non-rush 
hours, rather than hourly. 

Similar timetables were also issued for 
Hoboken Division Boonton and Morris & 
Essex Lines. Also effective Sep 10, diesel 
trains that formerly laid up at Dover yards 
now lay up at newly-built Port Morris Yard, 
between Lake Hopatcong and Netcong 
stations. Dover yard will be reconstructed 
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The Hornell NY plant of Morrison-Knudsen Corp. continues to turn out new California 


cars. In the photo, taken by Bruce Russell on Aug 19, a car with partially-completed 
exterior paint sits on an out door track. In the background is an Amfleet car. Mr. Rus- 
sell saw a number of California cars under construction during his August visit. The car 
shells were subcontracted to a Brazilian manufacturer who then shipped them to Hornell 
for additional Work. The cars are then shipped to Pittsburg CA for completion at the 
Morrison-Knudsen plant there. The Hornell facility is the former Erie Railroad shop ~ 
complex, which became surplus property-in the Conrail era. Another photo appears on 
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for exclusive use of electric trains and hope- 
fully construction will be finished when the 
Kearny Connection (to Penn Station, NY) 
opens next year. : 

Eastbound, diesel trains that formerly 
originated at Dover at 6:45am and 7am now 
originate at Lake Hopatcong at 6:35am and 
6:50am. The former 7:44am from Lake 
Hopatcong now originates at Dover at 7:49 
am. Late train no. 698 from Hackettstown 
at 8:11pm and running to Hoboken via the 
M&E line has been discontinued. Thus the 
last train from Hackettstown now leaves 
at 4:10pm and the last from Mt. Olive 
leaves at 5:39pm. 

Westbound, the 4:32pm from Hoboken 
via Boonton Line now terminates at Den- 
ville. It formerly made all stops to Dover 
except Denville. The 5:10pm Boonton 
Line train formerly terminating at Dover 
now terminates at Lake Hopatcong. The 
LAKELAND EXPRESS, 5:29pm to Hack- 
ettstown, now terminates at Lake Hopat- 
cong. Netcong, Mt. Olive and Hackettstown 
are now served by the 5:43pm from Hobo- 
ken via the M&E Division. The IRON HILLS 
EXPRESS at 5:58pm now terminates in Mt. 
Olive rather than Hackettstown. The 6:30 
pm Boonton Line local has been extended 
from Dover to Lake Hopatcong. The last 
train of the evening likewise has been extend- 
ed from Dover to Lake Hopatcong. 

Clearly, Lake Hopatcong is the big win- 
ner here. Hackettstown, Mt. Olive and 
Netcong have all lost one eastbound depart- 
ure, but Lake Hopatcong now has 10 rather 
than eight eastbound departures. 

Westbound, Lake Hopatcong with eight 
arrivals from Hoboken, now has 12. Net- 
cong and Mt. Olive both had and still have 
eight arrivals, while Hackettstown loses one 
arrival and now has five a day. 
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NEW ENGLAND EXPRESS, Amtrak 
train 84, while operating on Metro-North on 
track 4 in West Haven CT struck a piece of 
equipment on a ballast regulator that was 
working on adjacent track 2 in early Sep. 
AEM7 locomotive no. 906 has slight damage. 


The ballast regulator was able to move and 
there were no personal injuries. Train 84 
was delayed about 45mins. 

A NEW TIMETABLE for the Atlantic 
City Line effective Sep 10 was issued by 
NJ Transit. Mon-Fri service had nine trains 
from Philadelphia to Atlantic me and now 
has 13. One early-evening train that had 
originated in Cherry Hill now starts at Phila- 
delphia. The last train from Philadelphia 
formerly left at 9: 50pm, but now there is 
one at 10:42pm. This late train has no 
shuttle bus to the casinos. There used to be 
a big midday gap from 9:40am to 1:30 with 
no service from Philadelphia. A new gap 
filler train now departs at 11:45am. A sur- 
prise is the first train, originating at Linden- . 
wold at 5am; formerly a train, it is now 
(gasp!) a bus. 


Service from Atlantic City to Philadelphia 
has also increased. There had been 13, with 
four of them terminating at Cherry Hill. Now 
there are 14 trains, all to Philadelphia. Week- 
end service Atlantic City-Philadelphia still 
has 14 trains with minor schedule adjustments. 
Weekend service Phila-Atlantic City sees that 
oddball 5am bus from Lindenwold instead of 
atrain. The first train originates from Cherry 
Hill as before. One afternoon and one even- 
ing train that formerly originated at Che 
Hill now originate at Philadelphia. Also, the 
Sat-only 11:25pm from Philadelphia now 
leaves at 10:42pm Sat, Sun and holidays, 
and a new train departs Philadelphia at 1:13 
am. The two late trains do not have shuttle 
bus connections at Atlantic City. 

SEPTA ISSUED NEW timetables for all 
its Regional Rail Division Lines, effective 
Sep 10.. Each one carries a different picture 
of an employee at work, on its cover. At 
the top of most folders is a comment on 
service changes. An example is the R1 Air- 
port folder which advises “‘Now serving 
West Trenton on weekends,”’ At the bottom 
of each folder is the slogan “‘At Your Serv- 
ice.” The folders are quite attractive. 

—Bob Underwood. 
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A SMALL NOTICE in the Sep 10 NJT 
Atlantic City timetable states that persons 
arriving at Cherry Hilll station on trains 
4621, 4622, 4623 or 4624 between 6 and 8 
pm may obtain from the train conductor a 
complimentary admission pass to adjacent 
Garden State Park racetrack. This expands 
gaming opportunities for train riders, from 
slot machines and table games in Atlantic 
City to playing the horses in Cherry Hill. 

Published reports say that June ridership 
on the Atlantic City line was an average of 
2551 riders on weekdays and 2663 on 
weekends, per day. : 

Plans to build and operate rail transit in 
Burlington County NJ appear dormant, due 
to strong opposition from several suburban 
communities and lack of a consensus on 
which route to be developed. A logical 
route would have followed the former 
Penn Central line from Mt. Holly through 
Mount Laurel, Moorestown, Maple Shade 
and Merchantville to either Camden or 
Philadelphia. Opponents in Moorestown 
promoted a more indirect route down the 
median strip of I-295 to the PATCO line 
in Cherry Hill, near Woodcrest station. 

This route found little support from rail 
advocates and other commuters, though it 
was considered by NJ Transit. 

What NJT may end up building, if any- 
thing, is a starter light rail line between 
Camden and Woodbury, about 10 miles, 
with little certainty of its being extended 
to growing suburbs of central and southern 
Gloucester County. The likely route 
would be the existing Conrail right of way 
between Camden and Millville, used by 
several local freight trains each day. NJT 
may prefer light rail, as it is planning two 
light rail systems in North Jersey. New 
Jersey ARP also supports light rail, while 
Delaware Valley ARP, which has done the 
bulk of local rail activism, is pushing for a 
modified PATCO system that would permit 
through rides to Philadelphia, the destina- 
tion of nearly 90% of existing PATCO riders. 

NJT states that funding is net certain for 
the rail line. Federal funding, under the 
ISTEA law, would require local input, mean- 
ing NJT officials would have to take time to 
listen to area NIMBYs who oppose any rail 
development, as well as rail supporters. If 
NJT foregoes federal grants and funds the 
line entirely with the state’s transportation 
trust fund, which is supported mostly by 
gas tax revenues, local input along the lines 
required by ISTEA would not be necessary, 
yet the NIMBYs would find other ways to 
block the line. 

ss 

SEPTA’S Sep 10 REgional Rail timeta- 
bles feature illustrations of train crew mem- 
bers, plus one supervisor, on their covers. 
The new schedules feature more odd-pair 
through routing of commuter lines via Cen- 
ter City. There is increased through service 
seven days a week between Norristown and 
Marcus Hook/Wilmington on Routes R6 
and R2. Weekend trips between Glenside . 


and Philadelphia International Airport have. ..’,- 


page Gail. Travet News 633. 


we 6 Mie eee 


’, that d fedetat judge 
es 2 c raltragd subsiding aii 


been replaced by through West Trenton-Air- 
port trips. Warminster-Airport through 
service continues to operate daily. 
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With the closure of the Philadelphia 
Naval Ship Yard Sep 22, the employees- 
only ferry between the shipyard and Nation- 
al Park NJ has been opened to the general 
commuting public. SEPTA and the ferry 
operator are cooperating on joint service, 
with two SEPTA bus routes extended to 
the ferry dock in Philadelphia. A weekly 
pass costs $25 for the bus/ferry operation, 
which includes transfers to the Broad Street 
subway at Pattison Avenue, some distance 
from the Navy Yard. The first day of com- 
muter service was reported to be slow. NJ 
Transit does not have service to National 
Park, and is not yet taking advantage of 
this new travel opportunity. 

—James Thornton. 


THE SILVER METEOR, train 98, on Sep 
21, running with three F40 engines and 13 cars 
struck a car on the tracks. The driver of the 
car was already dead, however, having becn 
fatally injured in a previous traffic accident. 
This apeied at a crossing north of Rich- 
mond VA on CSX's RF&P subdivision. The 
train was delayed lhr, 35mins. 

CONRAIL FREIGHT TRAIN TV 22, at 
3:19am on Sep 25, operating with two loco- 
motives and 45 cars, while crossing the Bush 
River Bridge on Amtrak’s NE Corridor, had 
a fire discovered in the second engine. The 
train stopped with the engines south of the 
bridge. Heat from the fire damaged the 
catenary, causing the wire over track 2 to 
drop. Steady spans between tracks 2 and 3 
were also damaged. Local police and fire 
departments responded, and the fire was 
out by 6:50am. Train 12, the FAST MAIL, 
was held at Wood and finally it proceeded 
using diesel engine 773, delayed 3hrs, 48 
mins. (At New Haven, the FAST MAIL’s 
cafe car 43033 had to be removed, causing 
further delay; it left New Haven Shrs, 11 
mins late at 2:08pm. Its first three cars 
normally become train 412 New Haven to 
Springfield, but that train was cancelled.) 
The incident disrupted the schedules of a 
number of Amtrak trains. 

THE TIDEWATER, train 96, on Sep 24 
struck an auto tire and rim on the track, 
disabling the train north of Gunpow on 
the NE Corridor. The train had engines 
905 & 901 and eight cars. Because of a 
number of air leaks caused by the accident, 
the train was terminated. Train 66 was 
initially held at Wood, then pulled along- 
side train 96, and 500 passengers were 
transferred from train 96 to 66. The delay 
was 1% hours. 

THE SPRINGFIELD LINE was to have 
trackwork performed by Amtrak Oct 2 & 
3, causing buses to be substituted for a 
number of New Haven-Springfield trains. 


NEW.YORK TIMES reported: Sep 30 
“on Sep.29 toled*thas 
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and federal governments for highway cross- 
ing work financed by public funds. $1.18 
million of the amount will go to former 
CSX employee A. David Nelson who called 
the overbillings to the attention of public 
offficials and who filed the lawsuit. 


EAST COAST TRANSPORTATION sys- 
tems will be gearing up for heavy use when 
Pope John Paul II visits the area starting on 
Oct 4. He will visit Newark, Manhattan, 
Queens, Yonkers and Baltimore over a four- 


day stretch. 

AMTRAK’S NEC Business Unit published 
an interesting booklet covering the Keystone 
Service for fall 95 through spring 96. The 
color, heavy coated paper 20-page timetable 
size booklet includes schedules, many tra- 
vel tips and other information, and, interest- 
ingly, for the first time paid advertising. The 
guide follows the format of earlier, privately- 
published travel guides, being organized by 
city and presenting transit info and phone 
numbers for each area. 


MORE WEST COAST NEWS 


SANTA CLARA COUNTY (San Jose) in 
Sep saw the state Supreme Court nullify a 
sales tax for transportation needs that the 
county had hoped to collect $3.5 billion 
from. The half-cent tax was to finance high- 
way and transit improvements. The court 


said it needed a two-thirds majority of voters. 


SAN DIEGO CONSULTED an opinion- 
polling firm and was told in Sep that it 
would hard to increase the sales tax for more 
transit funds. The company urged an ‘‘unob- 
trusive”’ form of taxation, such as extending 
for 20 more years the present half-cent sales 
tax which runs from 1988 to 2008. That 
tax provides about $100 million per year. 

SAN DIEGO TROLLEY experienced a 
14% ridership increase this summer. The 


RAIL CANADA 


AMTRAK’S INTERNATIONAL train 


will be cut back to four days per week Oct 29. 


It will also have no food service. The Michi- 
gan Transportation Commission voted for 
this change on Sep 27. NARP said that the 
loss of food service appears to be a hardship 
for a train with a 12-hour one-way running 
time, covering two or three mealtimes. 
“Some NARP members have felt the length 
of the run merited upgraded food service, 
not elimination,” said NARP. The plan is 
to be re-examined after a month of the 
changed operation. 


NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION AGEN- 
CY on Sep 21 authorized CN to abandon the 
operation of the segment of its Newmarket 
Subdivision from Barrie to Longford, 30 
miles, in the province of Ontario. The agency 
said CN lost about $600,000 on the line in 
1994. The abandonment will be effective 
one year from now, on Sep 21, 1995. This 
will provide time, NTA said, for VIA Rail 
to assess its needs and possible alternatives, 
including acquisition of the line. 

The NTA on Sep 19 ordered the Quebec 
North Shore and Labrador Railway to con- 
tinue passenger train operations between 
Sept-Iles and Schefferville, and between 
Ross Bay Jct and Wabush/Labrador City. 

As well, NTA will continue to pay subsid- 
ies to the railway, as required by law, for 
losses incurred in operating the sefvice. 
The NTA said the service is in the public 
interest, though it is not now economic nor 
likely to become so. The railway in 1982, 
1985 and 1990 had applied to discontinue 
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upsurge was attributed to trolley expansion 
Projects, the new COASTER trains (pro- 
viding connections and transfers) and an 
improved economy. Transit ridership in 
the area had been on a general- decline over 
the past three or four years. The increase 
was good news for MTDB officials, who are 
predicting a $12 million deficit next year. 


OFFICIALS ARE TALKING about ten- 
tative plans for a light rail line between 
Oceanside and Escondido CA, hopefully by 
1999. No passenger trains have epuléily 
used the line since 1946. The 26-mile route" 
would have 13 stops. At present there is 
bus service for the line, a local bus on 20- 
minute headways and a 30-minute headway 
express bus service. The cost of the project 
is estimated at $77 million. The route par- 
allels that of highway 78. 


Passenger operations. Under the Railway 
Act, NTA must reconsider an application 
for discontinuance at intervals not exceed- 
ing five years from the date of the last 
reconsideration. 

HEP-2 is what VIA Rail is calling its latest 
series of cars converted to head-end power. 
Car 4004, a VIA-1 car, is the first of 33 cars 
to be refurbished in the new series. All of 
them will be used in SW Ontario. The first 
one was to have gone into service in late 
August. VIA said the car, which is a Budd- 
built stainless steel car, looks like an LRC 
car inside. All the 33 cars are Budd cars 
like it, from eight different Budd manufac- 
turing batches. “We found the cars in vari- 
ous places throughout North America,” said 
a VIA spokesman. The cars were stripped in 
the Halifax Maintenance Centre, and then 
sent to VIA’s shops in Montreal for refurb- 
ishing. Coaches 4118 and 4119 were to 
follow car 4004. While the exteriors look 
like 1940s Budd coaches, one distinctive 
feature added is a series of reflective safety 
strips along the lowest part of the car body. 
The strips, perhaps a foot long each, are 
placed every few feet along the car body. 
The whole series will be numbered in the 
4000s: 4000 to 4006 are VIA-1 cars, and 
4100 to 4125 are coaches. 

VIA IS INVESTING about $7.8 million 
over the next two years to develop a new 
reservation system to replace Reservia. 
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A SMALL NOTICE in the Sep 10 NJT 
Atlantic City timetable states that persons 
arriving at Cherry Hilll station on trains 
4621, 4622, 4623 or 4624 between 6 and 8 
pm may obtain from the train conductor a 
complimentary admission pass to adjacent 
Garden State Park racetrack. This expands 
gaming opportunities for train riders, from 
slot machines and table games in Atlantic 
City to playing the horses in Cherry I till. 

Published reports say that June ridership 
on the Atlantic City line was an average of 
2551 riders on weekdays and 2663 on 
weekends, per day. : 

Plans to build and operate rail transit in 
Burlington County NJ appear dormant, due 
to strong opposition from several suburban 
communities and lack of a consensus on 
which route to be developed. A logical 
route would have followed the former 
Penn Central line from Mt. Holly through 
Mount Laurel, Moorestown, Maple Shade 
and Merchantville to either Camden or 
Philadelphia, Opponents in Moorestown 
promoted a more indirect route down the 
median strip of I-295 to the PATCO line 
in Cherry Hill, near Woodcrest station. 

This route found little support from rail 
advocates and other commuters, though it 
was considered by NJ Transit. 

What NJT may end up building, if any- 
thing, is a starter light rail line between 
Camden and Woodbury, about 10 miles, 
with little certainty of its being extended 
to growing suburbs of central and southern 
Gloucester County. The likely route 
would be the existing Conrail right of way 
between Camden and Millville, used by 
several local freight trains each day. NJT 
may prefer light rail, as it is planning two 
light rail systems in North Jersey. New 
Jersey ARP also supports light rail, while 
Delaware Valley ARP, which has done the 
bulk of local rail activism, is pushing for a 
modified PATCO system that would permit 
through rides to Philadelphia, the destina- 
tion of nearly 90% of existing PATCO riders. 

NJT states that funding is net certain for 
the rail line. Federal funding, under the 
ISTEA law, would require local input, mean- 
ing NJT officials would have to take time to 
listen to area NIMBYs who oppose any rail 
development, as well as rail supporters. If 
NJT foregoes federal grants and funds the 
line entirely with the state’s transportation 
trust fund, which is supported mostly by 
gas tax revenues, local input along the lines 
required by ISTEA would not be necessary, 
yet the NIMBYs would find other ways to 
block the line. 
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SEPTA’S Sep 10 REgional Rail timeta- 
bles feature illustrations of train crew mem- 
bers, plus one supervisor, on their covers. 
The new schedules feature more odd-pair 
through routing of commuter lines via Cen- 
ter City. There is increased through service 
seven days a week between Norristown and 
Marcus Hook/Wilmington on Routes R6 
and R2. Weekend trips between Glenside 
and Philadelphia International Airport have 
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been replaced by through West Trenton-Air- 
port trips. Warminster-Airport through 
service continues to operate daily. 
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With the closure of the Philadelphia 
Naval Ship Yard Sep 22, the employees- 
only ferry between the shipyard and Nation- 
al Park NJ has been opened to the general 
commuting public. SEPTA and the ferry 
opcrator are cooperating on joint service, 
with two SEPTA bus routes extended to 
the ferry dock in Philadelphia. A weekly 
pass costs $25 for the bus/ferry operation, 
which includes transfers to the Broad Srrect 
subway at Pattison Avenue, some distance 
from the Navy Yard. The first day of com- 
muter service was reported to be slow. NJ 
Transit does not have service to National 
Park, and is not yet taking advantage of 
this new travel opportunity. 

—James Thornton. 
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THE SILVER METEOR, train 98, on Sep 
21, running with three F40 engines and 13 cars 
struck a car on the tracks. The driver of the 
car was already dead, however, having been 
fatally injured in a previous traffic accident. 
This happened at a crossing north of Rich- 
mond VA on CSX’s RF&P subdivision. The 
train was delaycd 1hr, 35mins. 

CONRAIL FREIGHT TRAIN TV 22, at 
3:19am on Sep 25, operating with two loco- 
motives and 45 cars, while crossing the Bush 
River Bridge on Amtrak’s NE Corridor, had 
a fire discovered in the second engine. The 
train stopped with the engines south of the 
bridge. Heat from the fire damaged the 
catenary, causing the wire over track 2 to 
drop. Steady spans between tracks 2 and 3 
were also damaged. Local police and fire 
departments responded, and the fire was 
out by 6:50am. Train 12, the FAST MAIL, 
was held at Wood and finally it proceeded 
using diesel engine 773, delayed 3hrs, 48 
mins. (At New Haven, the FAST MAIL’s 
cafe car 43033 had to be removed, causing 
further delay; it left New Haven Shrs, 11 
mins late at 2:08pm. Its first three cars 
normally become train 412 New Haven to 
Springfield, but that train was cancelled.) 
The incident disrupted the schedules of a 
number of Amtrak trains. 

THE TIDEWATER, train 96, on Sep 24 
struck an auto tire and rim on the track, 
disabling the train north of Gunpow on 
the NE Corridor. The train had engines 
905 & 901 and eight cars. Because of a 
number of air leaks caused by the accident, 
the train was terminated. Train 66 was 
initially held at Wood, then pulled along- 
side train 96, and 500 passengers were 
transferred from train 96 to 66. The delay 
was 1% hours. 

THE SPRINGFIELD LINE was to have 
trackwork performed by Amtrak Oct 2 & 
3, causing buses to be substituted for a 
number of New Haven-Springfield trains. 


NEW, YORK TIMES reported Sep 30 
that ¢ federat judge on Sep'29 raled'thay — 
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and federal governments for highway cross- 
ing work financed by public funds. $1.18 
million of the amount will go to former 
CSX employee A. David Nelson who called 
the overbillings to the attention of public 
offficials and who filed the lawsuit. 


EAST COAST TRANSPORTATION sys- 
tems will be gearing up for heavy use when 
Pope John Paul II visits the area starting on 
Oct 4. He will visit Newark, Manhattan, 
Queens, Yonkers and Baltimore over a four- 


MORE WEST COAST NEWS 


SANTA CLARA COUNTY (San Jose) in 
Sep saw the state Supreme Court nullify a 
sales tax for transportation needs that the 
county had hoped to collect $3.5 billion 
from, The half-cent tax was to finance high- 
way and transit improvements. The court 


said it needed a two-thirds majority of voters. 


SAN DIEGO CONSULTED an opinion- 
polling firm and was told in Sep that it 
would hard to increase the sales tax for more 
transit funds. The company urged an ‘‘unob- 
trusive”’ form of taxation, such as extending 
for 20 more years the present half-cent sales 
tax which runs from 1988 to 2008. That 
tax provides about $100 million per year. 


SAN DIEGO TROLLEY experienced a 
14% ridership increase this summer. The 
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day stretch. 

AMTRAK’S NEC Business Unit published 
an interesting booklet covering the Keystone 
Service for fall 95 through spring 96. The 
color, heavy coated paper 20-page timetable 
size booklet includes schedules, many tra- 
vel tips and other information, and, interest- 
ingly, for the first time paid advertising. The 
guide follows the format of earlier, privately- 
published travel guides, being organized by 
city and presenting transit info and phone 
numbers for each area. 


upsurge was attributed to trolley expansion 
projects, the new COASTER trains (pro- 


viding connections and transfers) and an 
improved economy. Transit ridership in 
the area had been on a general decline over 
the past three or four years. The increase 
was good news for MTDB officials, who are 
predicting a $12 million deficit next year. 

OFFICIALS ARE TALKING about ten- 
tative plans for a light rail line between 
Oceanside and Escondido CA, hopefully by 
1999. No passenger trains have regularly 
used the line since 1946. The 26-mile route 
would have 13 stops. At present there is 
bus service for the line, a local bus on 20- 
minute headways and a 30-minute headway 
express bus service. The cost of the project 
is estimated at $77 million. The route par- 
allels that of highway 78. 


RAIL CANADA 


AMTRAK’S INTERNATIONAL train 


will be cut back to four days per week Oct 29. 


It will also have no food service. The Michi- 
gan Transportation Commission voted for 
this change on Sep 27. NARP said that the 
loss of food service appears to be a hardship 
for a train with a 12-hour one-way running 
time, covering two or three mealtimes. 
“Some NARP members have felt the length 
of the run merited upgraded food service, 
not elimination,” said NARP. The plan is 
to be re-examined after a month of the 
changed operation. 


NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION AGEN- 
CY on Sep 21 authorized CN to abandon the 
operation of the segment of its Newmarket 
Subdivision from Barrie to Longford, 30 
miles, in the province of Ontario. The agency 
said CN lost about $600,000 on the line in 
1994. The abandonment will be effective 
one year from now, on Sep 21, 1995. This 
will provide time, NTA said, for VIA Rail 
to assess its needs and possible alternatives, 
including acquisition of the line. 

The NTA on Sep 19 ordered the Quebec 
North Shore and Labrador Railway to con- 
tinue passenger train operations between 
Sept-iles and Schefferville, and between 
Ross Bay Jct and Wabush/Labrador City. 

As well, NTA will continue to pay subsid- 
ies to the railway, as required by law, for 
losses incurred in operating the service. 
The NTA said the service is in the public 
interest, though it is not now economic nor 
likely to become so. The railway in 1982, 
1985 and 1990 had applied to discontinue 


rrr ep e 


Passenger operations. Under the Railway 
Act, NTA must reconsider an application 
for discontinuance at intervals not exceed- 
ing five years from the date of the last 
reconsideration. 


HEP-2 is what VIA Rail is calling its latest 
series of cars converted to head-end power. 
Car 4004, a VIA-1 car, is the first of 33 cars 
to be refurbished in the new series. All of 
them will be used in SW Ontario. The first 
one was to have gone into service in late 
August. VIA said the car, which is a Budd- 
built stainless steel.car, looks like an LRC 
car inside. All the 33 cars are Budd cars 
like it, from eight different Budd manufac- 
turing batches. ‘We found the cars in vari- 
ous places throughout North America,” said 
a VIA spokesman. The cars were stripped in 
the Halifax Maintenance Centre, and then 
sent to VIA’s shops in Montreal for refurb- 
ishing. Coaches 4118 and 4119 were to 
follow car 4004. While the exteriors look 
like 1940s Budd coaches, one distinctive 
feature added is a series of reflective safety 
strips along the lowest part of the car body. 
The strips, perhaps a2 foot long each, are 
placed every few feet along the car body. 
The whole series will be numbered in the 
4000s: 4000 to 4006 are VIA-1 cars, and 
4100 to 4125 are coaches. 

VIA IS INVESTING about $7.8 million 
over the next two years to develop a new 
reservation system to replace Reservia. 
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METROLINK’S NEW SYSTEM timetable 
will be issued Oct 29, not Oct 2. This will 
allow changes on the Orange-Ventura lines 
because of major Amtrak changes. A reprint 
of the July timetable is due to be released, 
and is reported to include a slip sheet with 
the new San Bernardino line Saturday service 
and the Inland-Irvine service. : 

Orange County and Riverside line had 
their highest ridership ever in the third week 
of Sep. More coaches are needed to handle 
the increasé. Caltrans and Morrison-Knud= 
sen are stil working on a release of the Cal- 
ifornia commuter car contract, which is 
necessary before a new contract is let by 
Metrolink. M-K has announced that its pas- 
senger car plant in Pittsburg CA will close in 
December after completion of the BART 
car order. The lifornia intercity car order 
is expected to be completed by the Hornell 
NY plant. eee 4 

West Corona and Riverside-La Sierra sta- 
tions should be ready for service Oct 2. The 
new parking lot in Riverside needs only 
lights to be completed. The new Riverside 
storage yard has lighting in, with track to 
be finished in late Sep. Construction at 
Pomona downtown station is moving along 
with relocation of First St, new parking lots 
north of the SP tracks, west and east of 

arey Avenue. 

i The first three Saturdays of San Bernar- 
dino line opération were very good, consider- 
the late promotion effort. Many ask when 
will other lines have Saturday service, or 
when does Sunday service begin. That’s — 
down the track a bit, for it will take funding 
that is not yet available. Metrolink owns 
the San Bernardino line, while use of the 
Riverside line requires payment to the UP 
for the tracks. Orange and Ventura have 
weekend Amtrak service. Lancaster would 
be the other potential route, since that is 
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i ’s rai i the station 
E ille CA it’s often a long walk to one’s railroad car from the station, so 
Soe hae via this little oar cata vehicle to take passengers to their cars. RTN photo. 


owned outright by ‘Metrolink. We will have 
to await the outcome of the present Satur- 
day service, which is funded through June 
1996. 


THE SHORT DISTANCE California 
trains—the SAN DIEGANS, SAN JOAQUINS 
and CAPITOLS—currently have a new two- 
for-one fare plan in effect through Nov 4. 

It is good for travel on Tues, Wed and Thurs. 

For the annual Pacific Coast Beerfest in 
Santa Barbara CA on Oct 21, Amtrak plans 
to have a special package that includes rail- 
fare, bus transfer and admission to the event. 

Amtrak will move into the new Solana 
Beach CA station on Oct 1, from the pre- 
sent trailer quarters. 

For this year’s season of the Seattle Sea- 
hawks’ games, Amtrak will run a special sec- 
tion of trains 750 & 751, the MOUNT RAI- 
NIERS, on game days. The special will — 
operate as trains nos. 1750 & 1751, leaving 
Portland at 8:05am and reaching Seattle at 
12:01pm. The return lvs Seattle at 5pm, 
arriving at Portland at 8:55pm. There will 
be no stops at Tacoma or Olympia. Reser- 
vations will be required. For the missed 
stops, as well as those south of Portland, the 
regular trains 750 & 751 must be used. The 
special will operate with Horizon equipment. 
Seven coaches and two dinettes are on 
hand for the service. (The four Horizon 
coaches used in L.A. during the Del Mar 
race season have been returned.) 

While details are still unconfirmed, Am- 
trak plans to run an equipment move to — 
San Luis Obispo on Oct 27 for a public dis- 
play in SLO on the 28th, then return it to 
the Southland on the 29th as the first ‘‘Cen- 


_ tral Coast San Diegan.’’ It is reported that on 


Oct 28 an equipment set will move from San- 
ta Barbara to San Diego for the new weekday 
Express Train. The equipment move on the 
27th may include equipment for the Santa 
Barbara train. NARP has been granted per- 


mission to have a group on board the dead- 
head of the 27th, returning on the first south- 
bound train on the 29th. This will be a fund- 
raiser to assist in the battle with Congress to 
save rail service. 


FULLERTON CA STATION rededication 
took place Sep 17 at 2pm. The south plat- 
form, while finished, will be placed in service 
by the end of October, once the overpass 
elevators are working and the security 
fence between tracks is up. The waiting 
room and ticket office will be finished early 
in the spring. So far the project has cost $18 
million and more land has been obtained for 
additional future parking. The small lot east 
of the station has been re-opened for over- 
flow parking. A large number of people went 
through the equipment on display, which was 
Santa Fe 204, Metrolink 880, 124 & 603, 
Caltrans 2004 and 8304 ‘Mount Wilson”’, 
Amtrak 33025, 32103 and 809. 

The new Gateway Transit Plaza at L.A. 
Union Station opens Oct 16. This is on the 
east side of the station, serving the east end 
of the Red Line subway. Eleven MTA buses 
will serve the center. This is not the new Am- 
trak station; that will come some years down 
the road. 

On Santa Fe, the third main line between 
14th and 3rd Sts in Riverside received ballast 
the week of Sep 17. The plan is to have this 
portion in service Sep 30. North of 3rd, it 
still requires a lot of signal work plus ballast. 

—Ed Von Nordeck. 
se 2 

RODNEY SLATER MAY be Federal 
Highway Administrator, but he said at a 
Seattle transportation conference in late July 
that he can’t understand why Congress wants 
to spend more on highways and less on mass 
transit with the federal deficit as bad as it is. 
Transit funding cuts could mean higher fares 
and less service on local transit systems. 
Highways, as always and regardless of need, 
are getting solid federal funding increases. 

Aviation continues as an area doing little 
or no sacrificing in the budget deficit battle. 
The Yakima WA airport is about to get a 
new coat of paint. Airport manager Bob 
Clem is using jail inmates to do the painting 
as a cost-saving measure. But Clem says the 
airport has plenty of money in its budget 
this year for improvements. 

There has been another forum on high- 
way congestion problems in the Seattle 
area. Reps of local government agencies 
and various groups, including the Puget 
Sound Regional Transit Authority, were 
invited. Most of the talk was of finishing 
the Puget Sound area's growing carpool net- 
work. But in a statement, the group said no 
one mode can solve the area’s transporta- 
tion problems. 

A PASSENGER ON Amtrak’s northbd 
MOUNT RAINIER, train 750, of Sep 11, 
pulled an emergency cord near Kelso WA, 
stopped the train and let himself off. The 
Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office said the 30- 
year-old Portland man ran toward I-5 and 
was met by a deputy. The deputy and two 
BN police officers arrested the man after a 
scuffle. He was jailed for investigation of 
assault. The deputy was not injured. 


BN IS COMPLAINING that Auburn WA’s 
comprehensive plan violates state law and 
doesn’t allow the company to expand. BN 
wants to set up a new container facility at its 
old Auburn yard, but the area is zoned light 
industry. BN says Auburn is violating the 
state Growth Management Act and has filed 
a petition with the Central Puget Sound 
Growth Management Hearings board. Aub- 
urn’s mayor says he can’t comment because 
the case is pending. But sources say the 
mayor and all city council members except 
one vehemently oppose the container facil- 
ity. The facility would reportedly create 
hundreds of new jobs. The project would be 
at the west end of the re-opened former NP 
main line over Stampede Pass, now slated to 
become BN’s primary intermodal route 
from the Seattle-Tacoma area. —Rocky Shay. 

ert 


CAPITOL CORRIDOR TRAIN 726 on 
Sep 16, running in push mode with cab car 
8305 “Mount Tamalpais” leading, with 
diesel 2002 on the end—a 5-car train—at 
milepost 18 on SP’s Hayward Line struck 
debris on the track at 6:25pm, damaging 
the main reservoir brake pipe on the cab car. 
It was necessary to change ends and bring 
the car into Oakland with the diesel leading, 
where it was repaired. The train reached Oak- 
land at 7:13pm and repairs were done by 
7:40. The train lost lhr, 5mins. 

AS A RESULT of rebuilding work on the 
replacement for the earthquake-destroyed 
freeway in West Oakland near the old 16th 
St station, the SP line will move by Nov so 
that it will no longer run past the old sta- 
tion building, saving a little running time 
for the STARLIGHT and CAPITOLS and 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. 


OPERATORS OF the COASTER com- 
muter service between Oceanside and San 
Diego said that the service’s first six months 
showed strong ridership. The trains began 
operation in late Feb, and now average near- 
‘ly 2800 daily passenger'trips. In May the 
COASTER introduced a special Friday night 
service for the summer, and it will be extend- 
ed through the fall due to high demand. In 
June, two midday trips were added. F riday 
is the heaviest ridership day, with over 3200. 
Riders to San Diego Lindbergh Field get a 
free transfer on San Diego Transit buses to 
the airport (take the weekday train to San 
Diego Santa Fe depot and board bus 2 or 
2A at the America Plaza Transfer Station, 
across the street from the depot; buses run 
every 10-12mins, except 30mins evenings, 
from 5am to midnight). 

A new timetable was to be issued Sep 18, 
effective Sep 25. Only southbd trains had 
changed times, between 2 and 5mins. Af- 
fected trains include 620, 624, 626, 634 
and 640. 

A one-time addition was a special late 
night train Friday, Sep 8 to the San Diego 
Street Scene, a celebration of food and music 
in San Diego’s Gaslamp Quarter. On that 
day, 4700 passengers were handled. 


(continued on page 19) 
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Trains Of Private 
Cars to Nelson BC 


ke ee ee 
OnTrack Is On Track 


With Rail Diesel Cars 


BY BRUCE J. RUSSELL 


BY JOHN J. HARMON 


In August this reporter visited Syracuse NY 
and rode the new commuter service called 
OnTrack, which was begun about a year ago 
and was recently expanded eight miles further. 
Financed by the City of Syracuse, Ouondaga 
County and the NYState DOT, the operation 
consists of an RDC car running from the Car- 
ousel Mall on the west side of the city to 
Jamesville, situated south of downtown. 
Stops are at Armory Square, which is the: 
boarding area closest to Syracuse University, 
and Jamesville, where a lake and beach are 
situated. 

The service operates throughout the day 
with the one RDC. The line owns three 
others, all formerly belonging to Metro-North 
Commuter Railroad. Presently, two are in 
use and two others are in Utica NY, being 
given complete overhauls. _ ; 

The purpose of the trains is to provide 
rail service between parts of Syracuse that 
are always crowded with automobiles. Also, 
it’s to test where or not a full commuter rail 
operation would be justified. P 

Carousel Mall is an enormous shopping 
complex where parking for cars is frequently 
difficult to find. Armory Square is the site 
of many office buildings, shops and museums. 
There are many potential riders at Syracuse 
University who desire to reach downtown or 
the sprawling mall, but lack automobiles. 


The annual convention of the American Association of Private Railroad Car 
Owners (AAPRCO) took place this year in Nelson, BC. Just getting the 37 participating 
cars to Nelson involved the most ambitious effort ever undertaken by this organization. 

Working closely with Amtrak and CP Rail, AAPRCO, represented by convention 
chairmen Clark Johnson and Nona Hill, arranged for not one but two chartered trains 
to ferry the cars from Chicago and Los Angeles. Not content to just get the trains there 
via the most direct route, the car owners wanted a route that combined the best of 
great scenery and rare mileage. 

The result was an extraordinary routing for each train. The Chicago special 
would run over the route of the PIONEER as far as Ogden, except for bypassing Borie 
in favor of UP’s track 3 up Sherman Hill; thence via SP’s Lucin cutoff across Great Salt 
Lake, then down the Feather River Canyon as far as Keddie Wye, turning northward 
up the Inside Gateway Route through Bieber, Klamath Falls and Bend. Crossing the 
Columbia River to Wishram, the special would follow the route of the EMPIRE 
BUILDER to Spokane, thence up UP’s Spokane International to the border at 
Kingsgate. CP Rail would take over at the border, taking the train up to Yahk, and then 
westward to Nelson, where a two-day layover would permit the formal convention 
activities to take place. Returning, the special would head eastward to Cranbrook, 
north to Golden, where passengers would transfer to the Los Angeles train to Lake 
Louise for the annual banquet at the Hotel Lake Louise. (This was necessary as CP 
Rail wasn’t able to commit to more than one train up busy Kicking Horse Pass due to 
heavy freight traffic and shortage of motive power). From Golden, the return was 
westward on the main line through MacDonald Tunnel to Mission, turning south to 
Huntingdon at the border where connection was made to the BN for the trip down to 
Burlington, on the MT BAKER INTERNATIONAL route, to Seattle. From there the return 
to Chicago would be on the regular EMPIRE BUILDER route, except for a promised 
diversion over the New Rockford cutoff in North Dakota. 

The Los Angeles train was to operate up the Coast Line to Oakland, thence UP 
to Keddie Wye, where it would follow the same route as the Chicago train to Nelson. 
From Nelson, the two trains would run just minutes apart as far as Golden. Following 
the banquet, passengers were bussed back to Field, reboarding the train there and 
continuing westward into Vancouver before following the route of the MT BAKER 
INTERNATIONAL and COAST STARLIGHT back to Los Angeles. 

Operating requirements played a large roll in scheduling the two trains. UP 
didn’t have enough qualified operating crews for the SI, so the trains had to be 
operated 24 hours apart, giving the folks on the Los Angeles train an extra day in 
Nelson. CP Rail was short of power, so an agreement was made to lease four Amtrak 
units which would power the trains within Canada. The line up Kicking Horse Pass 
through the Spiral Tunnels to Lake Louise was So congested that CP was unwilling to 
commit to more than one special train, so passengers from the Chicago train had to 
transfer at Golden to the Los Angeles train. The only CP power was a helper unit 
added to the Los Angeles train between Golden and Lake Louise for the 2.2% grades. 
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Recently the service was extended further 
south to Jame sville. This likewise attracts 
patrons, especially from the University. The 
operator of the trains is the Susquehanna 
Railroad, which is one of the components of 
the Delaware Otsego Corporation. They pro- 
vide crews for the trains under contract.-The 
actual rails are owned by Conrail (about two 
miles) and Susquehanna (about 10 miles). 
The Conrail segment is located on the west- 
ern part of the line from downtown to Car- 
ousel Mall, The remainder, which is owned 
by Susquehanna, was formerly the Syracuse 
branch of the Lackawanna Railroad which 
ran from Binghamton through the Chenango 
Valley north to Syracuse and then 35 more 
miles to Oswego on Lake Ontario. 

This 118-mile line had passenger service 
until about 1958, when it was discontinued 
due to low ridership, loss of U.S. Mail carrying 
contracts and other factors. The trains con- 
nected with the Lackawanna’s main Hoboken- 
Buffalo services at Binghamton. Until the 
1950s, a through Hoboken-Syracuse sleeping 
car was run. The line previously went through 
downtown Syracuse at grade. In the 1930s, 

a WPA project resulted in its being placed atop 
a concrete viaduct. A new, modern station 
was also built at that time The Binghamton- 
Syracuse line was formerly double track, but 
was singled during the late 1950s. Conrail 


In storage on the OnTrack line is this restored Lackawanna Railroad E-8 locomotive 
that sometimes operates on excursions in the Syracuse area. Bruce Russell photo, Aug 25. 
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intended to abandon it in the early 1980s, as 
well as its Binghamton-Utica line on account 
of low traffic volume Instead, Delaware Ot- 
sego purchased both and organized them as 
the Northern Division of the Susquehanna RR. 


Since taking over, the new owners have 
rehabilitated the track and have obtained new 
business. Speeds are now about 50mph over 
the line whieh is still old-fashioned jointed 
rail. Eventually, welded type will be installed. 
One long freight train per day operates. Many 
of the stations, most dating from the 1870s 
and 1880s, are still standing. 

The OnTrack commuter service presently 
covers only the Syracuse to Jamesville por- 
tion of this line—about 10 miles. Service may 
eventually be extended farther south, possi- 
bly to Cortland. abe in the distant future 
it might be operated all the way to Bingham- 
ton to connect with a revived “Southern Tier’”’ 
passenger service. But for now the single 
unit RDCs, lettered for Susquehanna, run 
over the 10-mile route, carrying growing 
numbers of riders. : 

In a sense it’s a demonstration project. 

At Armory Square a new station has been 
built, complete with waiting room and ticket 
office. On the walls are large photos showing 
passenger trains entering the city during the 
World War I period when they still ran on 


| 
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the streets. Also at the station is the rail- 
road’s Chinese-built 2-8-2 steam locomotive, 
E-8 diesel (ex-Metra, ex-BN) and fleet of 
maroon passenger cars that are used on excur- 
sions, which run at various times and are 
well-patronized. A dinner train often oper- 
ates and is booked months in advance. A few 

assenger cars were recently acquired from 

orfolk Southern, which has exited the 
steam excursion business. These coaches 
were purchased at an auction held by the 
railroad. 

A unique method of fare collection is 
used by the railroad. After purchasing a tick- 
et at the station in downtown Syracuse at 
Armory Square, one is handed a token let- 
tered ‘‘Fonda Johnstown and Gloversville 
RR.” This was a NY State interurban that 
operated in the Schenectady area until 1941 
when it converted its freight operations to 
diesel and purchased a fleet of buses for 
passengers. Its supply of metal tokens was 
placed in storage, and somehow OnTrack 
came into possession of it. These are now 
used as proof of payment of fare. Natur- 
ally, many people have bought them for 
their collections. 

The OnTrack commuter lines runs seven 
days per week. The employees are very 
friendly and will'‘answer all questions. 


SATS EQT Et 
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Syracuse is easily reached by Amtrak and 
by intercity buses. For those who like self- 
propelled diesel railcars, this operation is 
most interesting and should not be missed. 
Budd rail diesel cars, once so common, 
no longer operate in regular service in the 
U.S. except on the OnTrack route. In Can- 
ada they now only run on a couple of lines 
such as that on Vancouver Island and on 


the British Columbia Railway. Hence for 
aficionados of the RDC, a visit to.Syracuse 
is a must do. Also interesting is the fact 
that from 1950 until 1958 the Susquehanna 
Railroad owned four RDCs which ran on 

its Paterson to North Bergen commuter 
service. They were later sold to the Jersey 
Central Railroad. This the reappearance 

of RDCs on the Susquehanna’s Northern 
Division is a case of history repeating itself. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS: (Page 12:) Top— 
Budd car M-5 at the Armory Square station 
in Syracuse. These silver and maroon cars 
have yellow lettering. 

Bottom—One of the Susquehanna RR’s 
excursion passenger cars. It began life as a 
Long Island Rail Road electric multiple- 
unit car. 

Center—To serve Armory Square in down- 
town Syracuse, a modern station was erected 
this year. It features a spacious waiting 
room and ticket office. The Susquehanna’s 
steam- and diesel-powered excursion trains 
and dinner trains also use this facility. Con- 
struction was funded by city and county 
money. 

(Page 13:) Top left—The 19th Century 


Lackawanna Railroad station in downtown 
Syracuse featured at-grade operations. 

In the 1930s this building was razed and 
an art deco structure erected. This photo 
is on display in the waiting room of the 
OnTrack Armory Square station. 

Bottom—OnTrack’s fleet of four RDCs 
was acquired from Metro-North Commuter 
Railroad. Metro-North had inherited them 
from Conrail, Penn Central, New York 
Central and New Haven Railroads. They 
are now repainted and relettered ‘‘Susque- 
hanna.” Mechanically, they are in good 
shape. ’ 

Top right—Interior of one of OnTrack’s 
former Metro-North Commuter Railroad 
Budd RDCs. 

All photos by the author, Aug 26. 
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This unit also accompanied the train back to Kamloops,where it was cut off. 
Vancouver and Seattle could handle only one special train at a time, so the Chicago 
train took the short cut through Sumas (to the delight of mileage collectors) to reach 
Seattle a day earlier. 

The author was privileged to ride the Chicago train, and what follows is a day by 
day report of the trip. 

: Chae ne 31. Our 15 car train leaves Chicago about 07.30 and heads 
west on the route of the PIONEER. We quickly fall into a routine of eating, watching the 
scenery from the rear platform of the Caritas, and eating again. Darkness falls west of 
Lincoln, and we arrive at Denver, the first of many service stops, in the wee hours. One 
of the two Amtrak F40’s has a fuel problem,and is changed out for the spare which 
Amtrak keeps on hand at Denver. This was to be the only serious locomotive problem 
on the entire trip. 

Friday, September 1. Dawn is breaking as we approach Speer. Scanners are 
turned on as we wait to see if we will be routed over Track 3 up Sherman Hill, 
bypassing the Borie passenger stop. This is UP’s normal westbound low grade 
tonnage route, rarely seen by passengers. The decision is affirmative, and the rear 
platform is crowded despite the cool 45 degree morning air. : 

Arrival in Ogden is in late afternoon for another service stop. We decide to have 
dinner in the excellent station restaurant. Departure is about 30 minutes late, but even 
so four passengers who are scheduled to board here miss the train due to a canceled 
flight. We learn later that with the help of the local Amtrak agent, they are able to 
charter a small plane to Elko, where our special makes a special stop to pick them up. 

We cross the Great Salt Lake at sunset on SP’s Lucin cutoff line. This line 
hasn't seen regular passenger service since Amtrak started running the CALIFORNIA 
ZEPHYR via the Rio Grande route. We go into the hole at the west end of the lake for a 
meet, and are attacked by hoards of brine flies that are so thick that they seem to be 
drifting along the adjacent service road like snow when the freight passes through. 

Saturday, September 2. Dawn breaks as we approach Portola, and one of the 
main attractions of the trip. We'll enter the Feather River Canyon just west of town, and 
all of the open platforms and domes are crowded as we begin the 100 mile journey 
down to Keddie. The weather is perfect, and no one is disappointed. It gets even 
better as we turn north at Keddie through the short tunnel and make a stop on the long 
curve in the canyon so Amtrak can change riders on the lead locomotive. (This 
occurred several times over the next few days and became referred to as “changing 
locomotive foam’). 
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We are now on the famous Inside Gateway Route, established by the Great 
Northern and Western Pacific Railroads as an alternate north-south freight. route to the 
Southern Pacific, which always controlled the lion’s share of traffic. It almost never 
sees a passenger train, except for the rare detour of the COAST STARLIGHT. The first 
few miles of this line are spectacular, and then the line levels off, although glimpses of 
Mt Shasta can be seen far to the west. 

At Klamath Falls we join the SP main line as far as Chemult, where we glimpse 
a nearly on time COAST STARLIGHT making a station stop. We get some more rare 
mileage on BN’s former GN line up to Bend, where we park for the night. 

Sunday, September 3. This is another spectacular day, as we continue 
northward over a combination of track built by Union Pacific and Oregon Trunk, owned 
by Spokane, Portland and Seattle. There were originally two lines over much of the 
route to the Columbia River, but a consolidation resulted in ownership by BN with UP 
trackage rights. 

We slowly wind down the Deschutes River Canyon, pausing for a photo runby 
at Dixon (the first ever on an AAPRCO special). At OT Jct., we cross over the Columbia 
River to Wishram and follow the route of the eastbound EMPIRE BUILDER to Spokane, 
which is another overnight stop. 

About 32 miles out we trip a hot box detector, and the problem proves serious. 
A bearing on the Intrepid is running so hot it is burning the paint on the journal box. 
The crew thinks at first they might have to set the car off on the next passing siding. 
But an ingenious fix is devised by stuffing bars of soap in the journal. This permits the 
bearing to cool down enough that we can proceed to Spokane at 25mph, reaching 
there 2:40 late. Intrepid has to be set out there, but everyone agrees that it is better 
than the alternative of blocking a badly needed BN passing siding and the additional 
expense of making repairs in the field. 

Monday, September 4. This is another rare mileage day. First we head north 
over UP’s Spokane International. We parallel the old GN route, now partially 
abandoned, until Bonner’s Ferry, then get some spectacular scenery on the way up to 
the border, with BN’s EMPIRE BUILDER route in the valley far below. 

Thanks to good organizational work by the committee, which has faxed a 
complete roster of everyone on the train, including social security numbers, to 
Canadian immigration officials, the formalities at the border are cursory. 

A CP crew takes over the train at Kingsgate, and Amtrak officials find 
themselves in the role of observers on their own locomotives. The junction at Yahk 
leads only to the east, so the engines must run around the train and pull it in reverse 
for the 96 miles to Nelson. This is another spectacular line, especially when it comes 
down the side of a mountain to cross the eastern end of Kootenay Lake on a long 
curved trestle. The line then runs parallel to Lake Kootenay all the way to Nelson. A 
couple of passengers move to the uphill side of the train when we pass the spot where 
a CP freight struck a rock slide and was thrown into the lake a few months ago, killing 
both members of the crew. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, September 5-6. The two trains are parked at the 
Nelson depot for the next two days. The Los Angeles train is parked on the platform 
track, with the Chicago train on track four, next to a service road. One of the lines 
between the trains is used by CP freights, but this is not a problem as there is just one 
train per day in each direction. 

Consist of the Chicago train is Amtrak F-40’s 390 and 330, Survivor, an Amtrak 
11-BR sleeper (used as sleeping space for Amtrak and CP Rail staff), Georgia 300, 
Northern Sky, Indianapolis 500, Palm Beach, Ohio River, Blue Ridge, Imperial Sands, 
City of Spokane, Hollywood Beach, Sierra Hotel, Duchess Lynn, and Caritas. 

Consist of the Los Angeles train is 2 Amtrak F-40’s, Chapel Hill, Vista Canyon, 
Amtrak 11-BR sleeper (used as sleeping space for Amtrak and CP Rail staff), Pointe 
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THE EMPIRE BUILDER, train 8 of Sep 15, was delayed by a BN freight i 
and was held 4¥hrs at Libby MT, waiting for the track ie open A ahead eee: 
detector west of Rock Creek reported the wrong axle count on the BN freight in the 
early morning of Sep 16. BN section maintainers went looking for two missing cars 
and found them to be derailed at 2am on the Rock Creek siding, 55 miles west of 
Whitefish. The track was restored to service at 12:55pm on the 16th 

AMTRAK IS ADVERTISING 
its new All Aboard America fares 
with print ads that include the 
rraphics shown here: a photo of an 

atrak train—actually, an earlier 
Photo of the SUNSET LIMITED— 
formed into the shape of a U.S. 
map. The headline above the pic- 
ture reads ‘‘Take A Ride in Amtrak 
Country.” Below the picture, “All 
Aboard America Fares. One Great 
Price. Unlimited Stopovers.”’ The 
ad appears in more than one form, 
and in monochrome or color in 
various publications. For travel agents, a somewhat different ad was made, with the 
headline “Introducing Amtrak’s Special All Aboard America Fares.”” Below the pic- 
ture, “With 12% Commissions, The Opportunities Are Nonstop.” The high commis- 
sion paid to agents would appear to be a good incentive for them to sell Amtrak 


KKK 
_ AMTRAK PRESIDENT DOWNS’ Sep 12 press conference was reported he 
issue, with the publication of Amtrak’s press release. Here is a farther report an ne 
event, from NARP: “Downs expects to end the fiscal year with some cash reserves. 
He emphasized that customer loyalty is up significantly. Referring to the seven nati- 
onal forums; he said that even though he has always been upbeat about Amtrak’s 
future, ‘I was pleasantly surprised at the extent of support for Amtrak not just in the 
Northeast Corridor but in significant places elsewhere, where we think we’re almost 
invisible. We’re not.’ (He mentioned North Dakota, Wisconsin, Montana, Mississippi.) 
We expect to be subsidy-free in 2001 or 2002, depending on how Congress and the : 
White House structure the end date for our subsidy.’ By FY 1996, our operating grant 
—in 1996 dollars—will have declined from over $1 billion a year in the 1970s to around 
$200 million. He introduced Meridian Mayor Smith, who called Amtrak ‘the last afford- 
able alternative transportation available in rural America. If you don’t believe me, look 
with me at the people in the coaches of the Amtrak CRESCENT...elderly couples, 
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young families...The recent cuts were painful, but I must admit they have been product- 
ive, and more than in a bottom-line sense. We’ve developed a coalition of coaperating 
governments along the route of the CRESCENT.’ Downs again: ‘I think we’ve proven 
we can be trusted with a capital trust fund.’ 

“The question period: Does the appropriation necessitate further service cuts? 
Downs: ‘It may mean further reductions in service. I hope not essential service. It 
certainly means more rounds of cost-cutting within the company—cutting another $40 
million on top of the $130 million reduction already reflected in our request. I only 
half-jokingly say I forgot an old Washington rule: no good deed goes unpunished. If I 
had made a mess and run out of money, my chances of getting more money would have 
been better. Instead, I took seriously the instruction to cut my funding request and now 
It’s been cut even more. We're still going through a route analysis. We hope to know what 
the final appropriation will be in time to have our board approve a FY 1996 budget on Sep 
26. This would include any service cuts that may be necessary.’ ” 

NARP said an apparently reliable report was heard that the PIONEER is a target for 
cutback. Said NARP, “I reminded an Amtrak official today that this train is sold out, 
has few staffed stations and labor protection law changes are not in sight. The response: 
true, but also true about virtually everything else we run. No decisions have been made 
kik 

“LOOK AT THE people in the coaches of the Amtrak CRESCENT” said Meridian 
Mayor Smith, but there would be more of them, argue Southern rail advocates, if 
Amtrak hadn’t butchered the train up so badly. Its present off-season consist is of 
one baggage car, two coaches, one dinette and one sleeper, which runs as a Slumber- 
coach. During the summer season, three coaches were carried. These are the con- 
sists Atlanta-Birmingham-New Orleans. Say advocates, on certain days of the off- 
season week, granted only two coaches might be needed, but Amtrak’s policy seems 
to be to hold to that small consist no matter what. If they would add cars to accom- 
modate increased demand, as from the new All Aboard fares, and groups traveling to 
the numerous conventions in New Orleans, the train could make a better showing. 

And remember, the two coaches are for only three days per week..... 

WE ARE TOLD that the senior citizen discount on Amtrak fares is no longer 
blacked out on holidays..... : 

THE WEST HIGHLANDER, a British train, has been saved from extinction by 
public outcry, reports in mid-Sep said. Because the train was reportedly losing $4 
million per year, it was to be discontinued. However, officials said that economies 
had been instituted, such as reducing the number of sleepers from four to one or two, 
and combining them with the consist of other passenger trains. The train operates 
between London and Fort William in Scotland, a 522-mile trip, and has been in oper- 
ation since 1894..... 

kk 

SUN VALLEY SKI resort in Idaho has been chosen by Ski magazine (Oct issue) as 
the top ski resort in the nation, and the second-best in North America. This should 
be a signal for Amtrak to promote travel to the resort via the PIONEER rather than 
threatening to cut off the train. Amtrak has not been a good promoter of ski travel 
to that location..... a 

THE EMPIRE BUILDER ran late much of the summer—often 2hrs or more late 
westbound into Spokane. Heavy freight traffic on BN’s Havre line caused a lot of 
the problem. Additional freight traffic is expected if Canada wheat begins coming 
into the U.S.—now a strong possibility with Canada’s federal government having 
cancelled grain transport subsidies Aug 1. As predicted in RTN, the grain is coming. 
The Saskatchewan wheat pool wants BN to haul grain from North Dakota and Mon- 
tana loadouts to Portland, Oregon..... 

HERE’S THE TEXT of an ad in the Sep 11 issue of Passenger Transport: 

MARKETING MANAGER—Amtrak sets the pace for passenger rail transportation 
nationally. We have an outstanding opportunity for a talented marketing professional. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for developing, coordinating and interpret- 
ing all aspects of the Marketing Strategy in order to maximize revenue for the North- 
east Corridor Strategic Business Unit. You will also manage the efforts to coordinate 
team building with Marketing, Sales Development, and various other departments in 
support of these marketing strategies. Requirements include a Bachelor’s in Marketing 
complemented by 10 years marketing experience, preferably within the travel or trans- 
portation industry. All positions offer a competitive salary and benefits package. Please 
send resume and salary history to: Amtrak, Human Resources, RR Box 4, Penn Station, 
New York, NY 10001. Att: Dept HMC. Equal opportunity employer..... 
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The caption for the photo on page 16 was omitted, It should read: “Another view of the 
Morrison-Knudsen facility in Hornell NY, showing a partially-completed California car 
on an outside track. See also photo on page 5. Photo Aug 19 by Bruce Russell.” 

AMTRAK FUNDING PASSED one hurdle Sep 21 when the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee finally passed on a unanimous voice vote the Amtrak 
Reauthorization Bill, HR 1788. This is the bill that was withdrawn the previous month 
after problems with labor reps. The bill will not go to the House floor earlier than 
sometime in October. NARP reported that the bill provides for an arbitration process 
for the labor issues, and it provides for the President to be involved in the selection 
process for the new Amtrak board of directors..... 

HOUSE-SENATE CONFEREES who were to reconcile the two versions of the 1996 
Transportation Appropriations Bill had not completed their work by press time. Their 
meeting the week of Sep 18 was postponed because of the illness of Sen. Mark Hatfield, 


and at the Sep 27 meeting did not complete their work. Because of this, the transporta- | 


tion budget falls under a continuing resolution that Congre _ -assed just before the 
fiscal year ended on Sep 30 to keep government running a. _. same levels as before, 
to allow more time to finalize the federal budget. The Amtrak board had hoped to 
have its funding level known by its Sep 27 meeting, but now this will not be known 
until the Appropriations Bill is completed. At the Sep 27 meeting, the Amtrak board 


voted to continue service for one month at its current levels, Its next meeting is Oct 25.... 


kkk 

THE PIONEER IS being considered for discontinuance, as reported on p. 17. This 
would happen if Amtrak’s appropriation is not large enough. PIONEER supporters are 
of course up in arms about this idea, knowing that the train is one of the ‘‘usual sus- 
pects”” whenever Amtrak money runs thin. Scenery from the PIONEER route graces 
nearly all of the Amtrak travel booklets the corporation publishes. The train has al- 
ready been cut back to tri-weekly, and a next step would be to drop it altogether. 
That would leave the most important population centers of Idaho with no train service 
at all, and would eliminate all service to Wyoming. The Amtrak board could decide on 
Oct 25 to eliminate the train, and it would have to give 90 days’ notice, so that late 
January would be the discontinuance time. NARP is asking for comments on this mat- 
ter, “especially theories as to why its ridership fell so much this year; after all, its 
ridership should have benefitted from EMPIRE BUILDER frequency reductions”’..... 

WE ARE TOLD that morale is low among Amtrak employees on the PPONEER 
route, who feel that in an earlier meeting with Amtrak President Tom Downs, every 
idea they initiated to improve patronage was “automatically shot down.” They feel 
that the DESERT WIND may be put on the chopping block also, and that the COAST 
STARLIGHT could be cut back to five-day-a-week operation. (To respond to NARP 
on the PIONEER issue, and/or to join the rail advocate organization, write to 900 Sec- 
ond St NE, Suite 308, Washington DC 20002-3557; yearly membership is $24)...., 

wk 

THERE IS HOPEFULLY good news for Amtrak funding in the National Highway 
System bill, which was passed earlier by the Senate and which the House passed on 
Sep 20. The Senate version contains the Roth-Biden amendment, which permits state 
to use some ISTEA money for Amtrak. That feature was in the original ISTEA bill, 
but fell out in the House-Senate conference on the bill. Now the Senate wants to re- 
store it, and NARP reported that Roth and Biden in late Sep were gathering signatures 
for a letter to be sent to conferees, asking them to preserve the amenment which is in 
the Senate'version. NARP sent a similar letter to conferees. The good news is what 
NARP reports about Chairman Shuster’s reaction to these events: “Chairman Shuster, 
who earlier said Amtrak would get gas tax money over his dead body, said that didn’t 
mean it wouldn’t happen. He said, ‘I may have a dead body.’ ”” The Highway Users 
Federation has been mounting a massive campaign to reject the Roth-Biden amendment 
which readers have been seeing as planted columns in newspapers, anti-rail ads, etc. 
Since big bucks are at stake here, this is a heated issue. Amtrak President Tom Downs’ 
press conference of Sep 12 (see last issue) was calling for this legislation, which would 
allow Amtrak a half-cent of the current gasoline tax for a total of $600 million for capi- 


FIRST NEW VIEWLINER sleeping car, the “Atlantic View”, has made its appearance. It was 
seen in Washington DC the last week of September..... 

THE CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR and DESERT WIND changed their days of operation Sep 29 
(see RTN 531,p. 18). This was done in part to permit the popular Bay Area-Reno travel. A 
last-minute change was the elimination of the dining car on the DESERT WIND. Sleeping car 
passengers on the train will be given box lunches. NARP said it has protested this change to 
Amtrak, and has also protested Amtrak’s new requirement that full payment for reservations must 
be made within two weeks after reservations are made, no matter how far in the future travel is. 
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WEST COAST REPORT (continued from page 9) 


AMTRAK WEST WILL move its admini- 
strative offices from L.A. Union Station to 
Jack London Square, Oakland, five blocks 
north of the new station, effective Oct 31. 
Office space will be leased from the Port of 
Oakland, with a one-year option for additi- 
onal space to accommodate an eventual 
staff of 30 or 35. The lease, signed by the 
Port in mid-Sep, is for five years. 

THE CAPITOL CORRIDOR trains were 
expected to reveive a routine okay of $6.1 
million in state funding on Sep 19, but in- 
stead the California Transportation Com- 
mission voted 4-3 to approve funding only 
through Dec 31. Fhe commissioners noted 
that the trains receive 38% of their revenues 
through the farebox, whereas 55% is re- 
quired by state law. Also, the dispute over 
what agency should operate the trains may 
have been an issuc. But officials told other 
newspaper reporters that they have no in- 
tention of cutting off the service. 

THE PITTSBURG CA plant of Morrison- 
Knudsen, now building new BART cars, is 
expected to close in Dec, and AEG Trans- 
portation Systems of Pittsburgh PA may 
take over the plant, which is owned by an 
Emeryville CA firm. M-K said it plans to get 
the full BART car order out. 


BART STATION LOCATION at the San 
Francisco airport was apparently settled 
finally in a Sep 19 vote by airport officials, 


-who went for a compromise plan that puts 


the station next to but not within a new 
International Terminal at the airport, to be 
completed in 1999. The plan reportedly 
will put most BART passengers to the air- 
port within an average 5-min walk to the 
terminal, via moving sidewalks. The time 
varies from 2% to 8mins. The agreement 
will allow officials to proceed to solicit 
federal funding for the $1 billion BART 
project. The terminal project itself is to 
cost $2.5 billion, 

BART'S improved schedule, with an 11% 
increase in number of trains, is to begin Oct 
16. BART employees will visit many sta- 
tions at rush hours soon to distribut time- 
tables and discuss the improved service. 

WITH AC TRANSIT threatening to cut 
weekend and late-night bus service, the 
state legislature came up with $4 million 
in extra funding. The cuts were to take 
place Dec 3, and would help the service 
through an expected $11.7 million deficit. 

BART EXPECTS TO win a federal com- 
petition, within the National Highway Sys- 
tems bill, for a demonstration project to 
Start up a monorail connection to Oakland 
Airport, from Coliseum station. 


MIDWEST REPORT 


THE PERE MARQUETTE will have daily 
service restored Oct 29. The Michigan Trans- 
portation Commission voted for the restoral 
on Sep 27. The state of Michigan in mid-Sep 
also approved funding for video ticketing 
systems for Grand Rapids, Holland and St. 
Joseph. The Amtrak agent at Niles will have 
control of the machines. NARP said that 
Ihnois and North Carolina are also consid- 
cring a tryout of the machines. 

A BOATING ACCIDENT delayed an Am- 
trak train in Sandusky Bay between Marble- 
head and Sandusky OH on Aug 26. Four 
boaters perished when their boat, carrying 
11 people, hit a concrete base of an electri- 
cal tower near a Conrail causeway. Amtrak 
train 30, the CAPITOL LTD that left Chic- 
ago Aug 26 was held in Danbury OH for 
thr, 15mins while police and Coast Guard 
personnel walked on the causeway search- 
ing for bodies and wreckage. The train’s 
conductor told George Danchisen that the 
crew of the train just sat there watching 
helicopters and searchboats until they were 
given permission to proceed. 

IN AN EDITORIAL Sep 16 the Toledo 
OH Blade strongly criticized Congress for 
considering to cut Amtrak funding: ‘*...Con- 
gress appears to be ready to starve Amtrak 
to death; even though many Americans 


cannot afford to travel by air and many 
find ic difficult, especially the poor and el- 
derly, to travel by car. Public transporta- 
tion is part of what a civilized nation does 
for its citizens, and when last we checked, 
despite the insistence by some to the con- 
trary, America is still a civilized nation.” 
The newspaper added that ‘Too many of 
the nation’s lawmakers live in cloud-cuckoo 
land.” 

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE on Sep 24 
carried a long article giving an historical 
overview of Amtrak finances, with special 
attention to the Chicago-Milwaukee corri- 
dor and its problems, and Amtrak’s try to 
reduce subsidy needs to zero by 2000. 

20TH CENTURY RR Club reported on 
two “dumb” motorists who from opposite 
sides of an intersection drove around lower- 
ed crossing gates and collided in the middle. 
A Metra train demolished their cars, but 
they had fled before that happened. This 
happened last spring, and it delayed 26,000 
inbound commuters on the BN Chicago line. 


A MISSOURI JUDGE ruled in mid-Sep 
that Kansas City must put a sales tax initia- 
tive on its ballot next August. Fhe measure 
would ask for money ta renovate. Union. - 
Station and the Liberty Memoria eS 


Rait Travel News 533 


feo 


rhage 19° -. 


ona 


a 


| 
RAIL FANTRIPS 


EXCURSION OF THE MONTH 


Nov 1-6: The “Ozark Wanderer.” St. Louis, Branson, Fort Smith and Memphis are among the 
nation’s most popular destinations, Bluewater Michigan Chapter takes you to them in style. 

by deluxe motorcoach with special rail-oriented features adding an important perspective. 

Our fully escorted excursion leaves the Dearborn Civic Center at 8am Nov 1 for a day’s journey 
to St. Louis. Nov 2 will find us touring the Gateway Arch, fabulous St. Louis Union Station 
shopping and entertainment complex, the popular new light rail line to the airport and the road 
to Branson. : 

The morning of Nov 3 will feature a trip on the excellent Branson Scenic RR, including an 
onboard box lunch. In the afternoon we'll take in the show at the Bobby Vinton Theater. 
Then we'll head for Springdale AR, a picturesque small town nestled in the Ozarks. We'll board 
the vintage equipment of the Ozark Scenic Rwy the morning of Nov 4 for the 67-mile trip to 
Van Buren AR on the tracks of the Arkansas & Missouri RR. After informally touring pretty 
Van Buren, we'll move on to Fort Smith to visit the Old Fort Museum and ride the genuine 
trolley. Then, it’s on to Little Rock for the night. 

Nov 5 will take us to Memphis TN, where we will ride the recently opened downtown trol- 
ley, featuring vintage cars from Europe, Australia and the U.S. We'll take themonorail to Mud 
Island for time to tour the River Center and MS River Museum. And, for Elvis fans, we'll tour 
Graceland before moving on to Nashville. On Mon, Nov 6 we'll tour Nashville and then make 
the trip back to Dearborn. This fabulous package incl fine hotels, 3 dinners and 3 lunches for 
$695 per person ,double occupancy, or $820 single occupancy. Bluewater Mic gan Chapter 
NRHS, PO Box 296, Royal Oak MI 48068-0296. To order: 800-594-5162. Credit cards. 


Oct 14-15: The Shasta Daylight returns. Two full days of roundtrip train travel w/ spectacular 
view of Cascades, Mt. Shasta, Sacramento R Canyon from A-C coach seat. Incl on-train meals 

+ more. Pacific NW Chap NRHS, Rm 1, Union Station, Portland OR 97209. 503-735-3314. 

Oct 20-22: Autumn in the Ozarks, Featuring new White R Scenic Rwy. Bus St Louis-Arkansas. 
Autumn colors in MO Ozarks, to Mountain Home. 2 nites new Comfort Inn. 4-hr scenic train 
ride, etc. $298 up. Amer. Ass'n of Railroaders, Inc., 4351 Holly Hills Blvd, St Louis MO 63116 
Oct 21, 28 & Dec 2 & 9: The Buckingham Train. (Santa Claus on Dec 2&9). Two daily trips 
3.5-hr RT Richmond VA-to New Canton on James R. Fall foliage. Vintage psgr cars & open-air 
cars, diesel loco. $16. Old Dominion Chap NRHS, Box 8583, Richmond VA 23226. 231-4324. 
Oct 21-22: Richmond Ramble (from Wash DC), similar to Buckingham tour above, but add ond 
day, tour CSX yard & rail sites around Richmond, overnite Holiday Inn Richmond. $99 double. 
Washington DC Chapter NRHS, 4506 Briarton Dr, Chantilly VA 22021. Call 703-273-8440. 
Dec 9: 12th edition of 34th Street Express, charter Atk shopper's special Boston-NYC, lv 7am, 
back 11pm. View Radio City Xmas Spectacular or enjoy town at your pace. $65. Mystic 
Valley Rwy Society, Box 486, Hyde Park MA 02136. Call 617-361-4445. 

Oct 20-23: Autumn Spectacular. Ist Cl parlor car RT from NYC to WV. Priv cars parlor-obs, 
diner, rear open-plat obs car. Diner “Epicurus.”” View hills of VA, WV’s New R Gorge, Sat 
options: riverboat,New R train, etc. $795. Rail & Cruise Travel Ctr,Box 652,Union N] 07083. 
Send large SASE to addresses. One listing in RTN is free. It must give specific dates of operation. 
Write: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. Excursion of the Month appears 
once a month, in alternate issues. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR, train 6, Oakland CA Sep 16: engines 383 & 405 (F40s); cars 
1225 baggage, Superliner I cars 39004 dorm-sleeper, 32093 ‘Missouri’ sleeper, Superliners 
32052 sleeper, 38009 diner, 33012 lounge, 34016 & 34038 coaches, 31047 coach-baggage, 
private car Frisco “Cimarron River.” Train pulled backwards into station from SP yards by 
Amtrak switch engine 554. 

*CAPITOL Corridor train 721, Oakland Sep 16: engine 2009 (F59); cars 8007 ‘‘“‘Russian 
River’, 8002 ‘' San Joaquin River”, 8004 “San Gabriel River’ coaches, Superliner 35003 
snack-coach, coach 8008 “Stanislaus River’, cab control coach 8306 “Mount Soledad.” 

*Metroliner Service train 205 (last run) New Haven-Washington Sep 8: engine 939 (AEM7); 
cars 48970 club, coaches 44917, 44986, food service car 48915, coaches 44990 & 44978. 
Coach bookings between NHV & NYP: NHV 3 on, 0 off; BRP 2 on, 0 off; STM 26 on, 0 off; 
NRO 7 on, 0 off; NYP 124 off, o on. Club car bookings for same route portion: all zero 
except 1 on at BRP, 1 on at STM and 9 on at NYP. 

*FAST MAIL, train 12, New Haven Sep 21: engines 915 & 906 (AEM7s); cars 1436 MHC, 
coach 21160, cafe 20037, coaches 21229, 21189, cafe 20008, coaches 21216, 21126, 
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44186, MHC 1431, baggage 1209, MHC 1533. F40 244 and first 3 cars became train 412 
to Springfield MA. Train 12 got F40s 324 & 404. Train on time. % 

*CAPITOL LIMITED, train 29, Elkhart IN Sep 21: engines 311 & 326 (F40s); cars MHCs 
1512, 1420, 1457, 1552, 1453, 1408, 1439, 1407 & 1511, baggage 1159, Hi-level coach-dorm 
39932, Superliner coaches 34041, 34095 & 34052, Superliner II lounge 33047, Superliner IIs 
38060 diner, 32094 ‘‘Montana” sleeper, 32117 ‘‘Wisconsin” sleeper, private car L&N “Ohio 
River’ 364. Train had 9 MHCs, more since BROADWAY dropped. Train 1:55 late. 

Same, train 30, Sep 20: engines 408 & 362 (F40s); cars 10002 “Corridor Clipper”, MHCs 
1537, 1417, 1411, 1428 & 1507, baggage 1005, Hi-level coach-dorm 39935, Superliners 
34010 coach, 31001 coach-baggage, 34094 coach, Superliner IIs 33038 lounge, 38044 diner, 
32099 “New Mexico” & 32088 “Maryland” sleepers. Train 25mins late. 

*MOUNT RAINIER, train 751, Tacoma WA Sep 17: engine 400 (F40); cars Superliners 
35005 snack-coach, 31036 bike-equipped coach-baggage, 34099 coach, 35008 snack-coach, 
34074 coach, Train at capacity with regular riders plus fans from Seattle-Cincyr game in Seattle. 

*SOUTHWEST CHIEF, train 4, Chicago Sep 8: engines 842 (AMD103), 505 (Dash-8) & 839 
(AMD103); cars 1453, 1445, 1457, 1466, 1412 & 1548 MHCs, 1232 baggage, Hi-level coach- 
dorm 39902, Superliners 31014 coach-baggage, 31000 coach-baggage, 34056 coach, 33016 
lounge, 38016 diner, 32066 & 32058 sleepers. (Car 31014 had new-type narrow striping on it, 
like the Superliner II cars. 1 had been told at Beech Grove last March that they had enough 
old-type striping to last 4 or 5 years, and they did not want to apply the newer decals because 
of the problem of removing glue, etc. But apparently they did in this case.—George Danchisen.) 


*Algoma Central Railway train 1, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, July 7: engine 1504; generator 
car AC77; cars 302 baggage, 300 baggage, 3228 & 5495 coaches. 

*Hiawatha Service train 332, Chicago Sep 8: engine 245 (F40); cars 54557, 54001 & 44139 
coaches, engine 195 (GP40TC), private car “St. James Place”. Private car came in from Milwau- _ 
kee and left on train 7, 

*INTERNATIONAL, train 364, Chicago Sep 8: engine VIA 6450 (F40); cars (Amtrak Horiz- 
onliners) 53001 dinette, coaches 54030, 54051, 54015, 54044 & 54007. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“Bankruptcy could be a way out for Amtrak, provided Congress repeals the section of the 
Passenger Rail Service Act that mandates the six-year severance payouts. A bankrupt Amtrak 
could then unilaterally cut unneeded workers, leaving the unions to try to collect their 
featherbedding from Amtrak’s empty corporate shell. 

“What would happen in an Amtrak bankruptcy? First, the holders of Amtrak’s $1.2 bil- 
lion of equipment leases and other debt could foreclose on their collateral, Amtrak’s engines 
and passenger cars, and lease or sell them to freight railroads or commuter operations. The 
Department of Transportation would take possession of Amtrak’s main physical asset, the 
Northeast Corridor track and right of way. If it chose to continue the service there, it could 
surely find private operators who would be happy to bid for it—if rid of the albatross of 
anteliluvian labor contracts... 

“On the Boston-New York route, runs are relatively short and excellent rail connections 
already exist. Passenger railroads could almost certainly compete effectively with airlines 
on both price and time in getting people to where they want to go. But not until the sys- 
tem is in private hands and relieved of antiquated union job protection laws.” 

—James R. Norman )‘'The Featherbed Express”) in Forbes magazine, Aug 28. 


“As the debate continues about the future of passenger rail, I am consistently struck by 
the irony of the fact that in this ‘shrinking world’ with its ‘global economy’, we would even 
consider crippling or killing one mode of transportation that has enormous potential for 
moving people from place to place. Rather than reducing our options, we need to be locked 
into the concept of intermodalism—an integrated network that connects rails to highways to 
air, and that gives our people access to their neighbors, the next state and the entire country. 

“As members of Congress began to realize the negative implications of abandoning rail 
Passenger service, Republican Sen. Trent Lott of Mississippi introduced a truly visionary bill 
that sets aside half of 1 percent of the mass transit trust fund for capital investment desper- 
ately needed by Amtrak. This funding would generate about $675 million a year for equip- 
ment purchases and upgrades, and euly move the system into the 21st century. 

_ “Unfortunately, that provision is not yet part of the rail bill being considered in legisla- 
tion by Rep. Bud Shuster, R-Pa., in the House of Representatives, and I would encourage 
the public to let House members know that, just as they support highways and air services, 
they want a solid, adequately funded passenger rail system. 

_ ‘In a speech to the Center for Strategic and International Studies, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, R-Ga., sounded the call for the government to engage in a series of big projects that 
would capture the American spirit and generate a collective will. ‘You don’t hold together 
the free people of the planet by small things,’ he said. I truly believe that a 21st century 
nationwide rapid rail system is one of those big projects and a vision worth pursuing.” 

—John Robert Smith, mayor of Meridian MS, in syndicated article seen in 
the Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review, Sep 21. 
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SPECIALS TO NELSON BC (continued from page 15) 


= ne Dagny Taggert, Palm Leaf, Columbia River, National Forum, Native Son 
pena ag aah bila Silver Solarium, Jane Marie, Henry Huntington, Burrard 
, Golden Mission, Sonoma Valley, Silver tris, Ti | | 
Mountain, Bella Vista, And Virginia City. aad 
Photographers get their pictures of the train i 
S from every possible angle, and 
rent cars to chase the CP freights. Meetings and seminars keep car ee 
ple te sJim eee gives a talk on how to build a schedule at the annual 
me : IS an open house Wednesday afte 
Lee hei y rnoon, when everyone can tour the 
Thursday, September 7 After the engines have been run around the train, the 
trains, with the Chicago train leading, retrace their steps along Kootenay Lake A 
photo runby is staged at the trestle at the east end of the lake, but because of limited 
sl ne on the ground each car is asked to select a maximum of two photographers 
Hee oat in to capture the entire the entire train on the trestle, with 
i in the background. The Los Angeles train has ar iffe 
location, where the footing is better. tea ote 
Upon arrival in Cranbrook, we are taken in 
» we groups of 20 through the Cranbrook 
ee sre eres ye ae is a restoration in progress of the Trans Canada 
; - ing car train which ran for a season o 
the Great Depression killed it. ane ati aes 
he park overnight at Cranbrook. 
riday, September 8. For operational reasons, th i 
J : , the Los Angeles train leads 
lesa - the line up to Golden. We will follow up the scenic valley which De Soa 
oe “at se el eh At Golden we transfer to the Los Angeles train 
ough the Spiral Tunnels to L: i i i 
ei ac ake Louise. (Our train remains at 
The trip up Kicking Horse Pass has to rank 
as one of the most spectacuiar ever, 
eae ap the open platform of the Virginia City, which brings up tte markers The 
ee ce a tee car in continuous service dating back to the heyday of 
inthe U.S. in the 1920's. In the 1950’s it was the sole pri j 
1 private car on rails, 
ae was owned by famous railfan photographers Lucius Beebe and Charles Clegg 
os proceed up the 2.2% grade at a steady 25-30mph, and as we gain height can look 
pie sultires ms a ae come over just a few minutes ago. The CP helper 
4 ifferent perspective for the many ph 
chasing the train through the mountains. Po eee ave 
Rats Petes of the main events of any AAPRCO convention is the annual banquet, to b 
ety ae nit Hotel rie Louise. After an on time arrival at the former CPIVIA 
on, bus ake us up to the lodge, where a cocktail hour in ar j 
glacial lake is followed by dinner on the seventh fl i king the eats 
follo oor, again overlooking the lake wi 
oe in the background. There are over 300 people in atenence ous 
ae pretence ni ete convention chairman Clark Johnson to quip that in order 
cis ater conventions should be held in a remote location and cost 


The program consists of a tal i 
Rail mn about the building of Soar Seats Toate. eluant ciated 
usses return us to the train about 1am, but it’s not yet time to turn in for 

Creat a west of Golden we will divert from CP’s Rogers Pass line (closed br 
eee on) 0 pass through the MacDonald Tunnel line. This line, completed in 
: is 2 miles lang and includes the 9.1 mile MacDonald Tunnel, the longest in 

eae America. The line reduces the westbound ruling grade from 2.2% to 1%, and 
eliminates the helper district which required CP to assign 27 helper locomotives to 
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push trains up the grade. 

When both lines are open, 
trains a day. 

One of the features of the tunnel is a system of doors and fans which 
automatically clear the tunnel of diesel fumes after the passage of each train. 
Standing in the rear of the train, we can hear the siren announce the descent of the 
mid-tunnel door after our train has passed through. We emerge from the west portal of 


CP can increase westbound capacity from 15 to 24 


| the tunnel at 3:30am, and head for our beds. It’s been a long day. 


Saturday September 9. We sleep through breakfast and awake as we 
approach Kamloops, where passengers on the ROCKY MOUNTAINEER spend the 
night. Both the ROCKY MOUNTAINEER and the CANADIAN use CN tracks between 
here and Vancouver, but we'll stay on CP, which runs on the opposite side of the 
Thompson and Fraser River canyons. At the crew change stop at Kamloops we see 
the headlight of the Los Angeles train approaching behind us. 

Our descent down the canyon is idyllic, and we slow for photography at the 
more scenic spots. Several CN freights can be seen on the opposite side of the 
canyon. We're making great time, and depart North Bend an hour and a half early, in 
spite of having left Golden an hour and a half late. The scanner tells us that BN can't | 
call a crew until 20.00, but a cellular phone call from the Amtrak command car gets that 
changed to 16.00. 

At Mission we turn south and reach the border at Sumas, where a hoard of U.S. 
customs agents boards the train. At first we fear we are in for the third degree, but it 
turns out that they just want to see the train, although the people waiting on the 
highway are possibly not amused by the lack of activity at the “normal” border 
crossing. The formalities turn out to be even more perfunctory than they were coming 
into Canada, and we are soon on our way down a former NP branch line to-Sedro 
Wooley, turning westward there to reach the route of the MT BAKER INTERNATIONAL 
at MP72 Burlington. We have a fast run down to Seattle, where our arrival (-4:35) 
causes a bit of chaos. 

Tne PIONEER has just arrived, and the train from Eureka comes in from the 
south at the same time that we arrive from the north. After a few minutes, the COAST 
STARLIGHT pulls in about 45 minutes late. We are blocking it s approach to the 
station platform, so it pulls around us on the freight track into the tunnel and backs into 
the station. Our train is split in two and shoved into the two BN stub tracks on the south 
side of the station, and then the MT BAKER INTERNATIONAL passes through the 
station and backs into the remaining stub track. That makes five trains arriving within 
an hour, not including a couple of freights that passed through in the interim. 

Sunday, September 10. Overnight the train is reassembied and taken out to the 
yard where it is turned and run through the washer. When we awake the train has 
been cut in two and placed over the inspection pits, where it is serviced. Dante 
Stephenson's Survivor has been detached, and can be seen bringing up the rear of 
the COAST STARLIGHT as it heads south. 

We leave Seattle at noon, retracing our steps as far as Everett, then proceeding 
eastward on the EMPIRE BUILDER route toward Spokane. Amtrak has assigned a 
third locomotive (#350) to help us up the grade to Cascade Summit. It will deadhead 
west on the EMPIRE BUILDER to Portland to assist the Los Angeles train southward to 
Oakland. As we pass through Gold Bar, on the west side of the Cascades, we hita 
10mph slow order, and after creeping for a few minutes, come to a stop. The scanner 
tells us that there is a large sun kink on a curve in front of the train, ata spot where a 
track gang had been working recently. The track is out of alignment by 6-8 inches, and 
after some inspection and discussion, the decision is made to walk the train over the 
sun kink. Of particular concern are several cars which have three axle trucks. 
Although several wheels attempt to climb the rail, we finally get the entire train over the 
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bad spot, at which point we hear the dispatcher tell the train behind us to back into the 
siding at Gold Bar and tie up there, as the line will be closed indefinitely. 

We finally proceed east as far as Scenic, near the west portal of Cascade 
Tunnel, at 7.8 miles the longest in the USA. We go into the hole (not the tunnel) there, 
and wait for nearly an hour for diesel fumes from a prior train to be cleared from the 
tunnel. The rest of the run to Spokane is uneventful. 

Monday, September 11. After removing the helper engine and the City of 
Spokane, the train is serviced, and we have a wee hours departure for points east. | 
am awake early to see the line up to Flathead Tunnel, at 7.1 miles only slightly shorter 
than Cascade Tunnel. The area on either side of the tunnel is not nearly as rugged 
and is normally traversed at night by passengers, so it is not surprising that it is 
relatively unremarked. Track speed in the area is 6Omph, except for the tunnel itself, 
which is 50mph. 

The next scenic attraction is the passage along the southern edge of Glacier 
National Park, from West Glacier to Glacier Park. A good crowd is on the porch of the 
Issac Walton Inn at Essex, before we head up the grade to Marias Pass. Then it’s 
down the hill past the Glacier Park Hotel and over the long trestle onto the Great 
Plains. 

We stay up for an on time arrival at Minot, and wait to see if we will take the 
advertised diversion through New Rockford to Fargo, bypassing Grand Forks. Alas, a 
car owner‘has arranged to pick up some passengers at Rugby, on the Grand Forks lin 
(in spite of the fact that Amtrak had mandated that no special stops would be made for 
passengers). His request rules the day, so we head for our beds, feeling somewhat 
disgruntled. 

Tuesday, September 12. This is the last day of our long journey, and we start it 
off in fine style by arriving at Mpls. St Paul an hour early. Originally a long layover ha 
been planned here so as to have the special arrive in Chicago after the end of the 
evening rush hour. But things are pushed up ‘a bit and we leave 1:40 early. More 
special stops are made for detraining passengers, including one at the BN crossing in 
LaCrosse (!) and one in Wisconsin Dells for the folks who got on in Rugby last night. 
Slow orders on the line stab us, and we are just an hour early at Milwaukee. Even so, 
#7 is held for 35 minutes at Milwaukee so the Amtrak crew can deadhead back to 
Mpls. St Paul. (Would that Amtrak would hold trains for paying passengers who miss 
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connections!) We have an uneventful ride down the corridor to Union Station, where | e“caB" RIDE ON 


the trip ends. 


Rtn #533 Page 24 


MORE LETTERS 


On page 19 of issue no, 528 dated July 
15, 1995 the following statement appears: 

“BN, the last major railroad to do so, in 
late April consolidated its dispatching oper- 
ations into a single location—in BN’s case, 
in Fort Worth TX.” 

There are a couple of corrections that 
could be noted. BN did not schedule com- 


BN is not the “last major railrgad” to 
consolidate its dispatching into a single 
location. Norfolk Southern still has nine 
offices, Conrail has six, Soo Line has three, 
Amtrak has four, and CSX has three (al- 
though all but nine dispatchers are located 
in Jacksonville). 

Perhaps the author meant “‘latest’’ 
instead of “‘last.” 


@ SIERRA 49ER EXPRES 
@CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR 
®SAN JOAQUINS 
@SANTA FE AND SOU- 


Robert J. Irvin, President 

Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, 

American Train Dispatchers Dept 

Cleveland, Ohio. 


pletion of its move until September. A sin- 
gle BN office, New Westminster BC, still 
remains in the field and is not scheduled to 
be consolidated into Forth Worth. 


oe ec Call Ted Blishak for details! 
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eS a 
Free Video With Your Subscription! | 


The video is available in VHS size only. 
{t is 33 minutes in duration, in color 
and natural.sound, An especially inter- 
esting feature of the film is a variety of 
wonderful train horns, Including Amtrak, 
Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, SIERRA 
A9ER EXPRESS, and SP maintenance 
of way equipment. On the 49ER you'll see 
the company’s own domes and rebuilt bi-level 
commuter cars as well as leased AMERICAN- 
EUROPEAN EXPRESS cars. 

Don’t delay—write now! 


1 vcsistee Free Videotape With § 
Your Subscription! % 1) 


BERKELEY CA 94709 

0 Send 3 years of Rail Travel News (72 issues) and my free video, 
“Rails of California, Volume One.” { enclose $71 ($69 for 
RTN and $2 post/hdfg). (Please indicate if this is for a new 
or gift subscription.) 


With your 3-year new, renewal or gift subscrip- 
tion to Rail Travel News, you can have a free copy 
of RTN’s “home video”, “ Rails of California, Vol. 
One”. 

This video has some flaws, but it’s the only 
film we'll ever have of the SIERRA 49ER EX- 
PRESS, shot in 1991 a few weeks before this 
unusual train’s discontinuance. 

When we receive your remittance of only $69 
for 72 issues (a bargain in itself!), plus $2 for 
shipping costs, we will mail you this unusual 
video production. 
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